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Argentina overview

Stretching 3,694 km (2,295 mi) from north to south – a distance equivalent to that between
London and Baghdad – and 1,423 km (884 mi) from east to west in the southern part of the
continent of South America, Argentina is the eighth largest country in the world, and the 
second largest in Latin America.

Argentina is rich in natural resources, and has seven diverse regions, including the Pampas –
a very large and fertile alluvial plain in the centre and east of the country, and Patagonia in the
south, consisting mostly of arid steppes and cold grasslands, with some forests in the Andes
foothills.

Argentina has a highly-literate population of over 40 million, an export-orientated agricultural
sector, and a diversified industrial base. It is highly urbanised, with 91% of the population living
in urban areas (defined as those with 2,000 inhabitants or more).

Buenos Aires, the country’s multicultural, financial, industrial and commercial hub and the 
federal capital city, is located on the Rio de la Plata on the South American continent’s 
southeast coast. It is an “Alpha City” with a metropolitan population of around 17 million, 
a top tourist destination (the most-visited city in South America) and constitutes the 13th largest
economy amongst the world’s cities.
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Thank you to our Market Experts

MARKET EXPERTS



www.export.org.uk       @ioexport

Choosing a great export training partner can really help your company take off in
the export trade! We can help develop new ideas and find ways to drive down
costs and produce sustainable improvements in your export business. Join us today

Call: +44 (0) 1733 404 400  :  email: institute@export.org.uk

Membership  :  Training  :  Qualifications  :  Advice
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The latest Doing Business Guide introduces you to the second largest economy in South
America, Argentina. Stretching 4,000 km down the continent with a broad range of terrains 
and climates, Argentina has a fascinating history, rich resources, and a very well-educated
workforce. With a population of over 40 million, it is the world’s 21st largest economy and is 
already host to over a hundred UK businesses.

A member of the Common Market of the South (Mercosur), Argentina neighbours Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay, with the Andes to the west and the Atlantic Ocean to 
its east. Argentina is one of the world’s largest producers of agricultural commodities and 
possesses unexploited shale oil and gas reserves, as well as large reserves of minerals and
precious metals.

The Argentinean economy had steady growth between 2004 and 2014 at 4.6% but has
had a downturn in recent years, partly due to the downturn in the Brazilian economy, as Brazil
is Argentina’s largest export market. However, there are positive signs for its near future with
the current pro-trade regime looking to build stronger ties with the USA and the EU. Previously
Argentina had imposed strict barriers on imports, exports and capital flow but this has eased
under the current regime.

The EU is Argentina’s second largest trading partner, after Brazil of course, with exports 
of manufactured goods, like machinery and transport equipment, with chemical products being
particularly strong. UK exports of goods to Argentina in 2015 were worth £289 million, making 
it the UK’s third largest export market in South America. The UK predominantly exports 
medical equipment and pharmaceuticals, machinery and mechanical appliances, plastics 
and plastic products, beverages, vehicles, and electrical machinery and equipment.

Argentina has plenty of untapped potential as a market for UK exporters. There is a high
level of professional skills and it has the highest English speaking proficiency in the region.
Furthermore, the UK Government has recently re-introduced export credit support for 
businesses looking to trade with Argentina after a near 20-year hiatus.

To export to Argentina you may need to familiarise yourself with the relatively new import
regime it introduced in 2015 called SMI, and other challenges include high inflation rates in 
the market and non-automatic import licenses that apply to almost 26% of EU exports to 
Argentina. Though Argentina was rated relatively low at 190 in the World Bank’s Ease of
Doing Business Rankings in 2018, it is nonetheless a massive market, with an increasingly 
pro-trade culture, that UK businesses would do well to look at. As ever, the Institute is on 
hand to help you to overcome the challenges in place, so feel free to get in touch if you need
any support.

Lesley Batchelor OBE, FIEx (Grad)
Director General – Institute of Export & International Trade
www.export.org.uk

Welcome from Lesley Batchelor OBE,
FIEx (Grad) - Director General, Institute
of Export & International Trade





Welcome to this Doing Business in Argentina Guide.
As the Argentine Government further consolidates its economic reform programme and 

re-engages with the international community, it is time for UK companies to reclaim their 
position as one of Argentina’s pre-eminent business partners.

The UK has world-leading technologies, goods and services to help deliver and enhance
Argentina’s new capital investment programme and drive for improved efficiency and 
competitiveness. This Guide will help you to navigate the Argentine market and to establish
new customers and business partnerships.

The emerging opportunities for UK companies are significant. Argentina is the world’s 21st

largest economy. It has the second largest manufacturing base in South America, a highly
skilled workforce and vast natural resources. President Macri’s reform agenda has returned
the economy to growth and lifted barriers to international trade and investment.

Through renewed access to the international financial markets after an absence of over a
decade, major new capital investment is taking place in transport infrastructure, utilities, public
services, agribusiness, mining, energy and the upgrading of industrial and manufacturing 
capability. There is an increasing demand for innovative goods and services, including financial
and professional services, consumer and retail products.

Argentine companies and public procurement bodies are seeking new solutions and 
business partners. The UK is well placed to deliver. We have a long history of successful 
partnership dating back to the 19th century – from railway networks to leading educational 
institutions – and over 100 UK companies currently have operations in Argentina.

Significant support is available. UK Export Finance (UKEF) announced in 2017 a £1 billion
export credit facility to assist UK business with Argentina. Our bilateral Chambers of Commerce
are supporting two-way trade missions and can help with introductions and market advice.
There are even new direct air links between London and Buenos Aires, with Norwegian Air UK
joining British Airways this year. The Department for International Trade team here at the
British Embassy in Buenos Aires, and our partner organisations, stand ready to assist you with
your entry to the Argentine market. 

A strong UK-Argentina commercial relationship is very much at the heart of the renewal 
of our wider bilateral relationship with Argentina, as outlined in the UK-Argentina Joint 
Communiqué of September 2016. Co-operation is expanding across all areas, including on 
science and innovation, cultural exchanges, international policy and security and on South 
Atlantic issues. Change is taking place and new opportunities are arising. Now is the time for
you to explore the Argentine market. We look forward to hearing from you.

Mark Kent
British Ambassador to Argentina
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/british-embassy-buenos-aires

Foreword from Mark Kent, 
British Ambassador to Argentina
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I am pleased to introduce you to this guide to Doing Business in Argentina, produced by the
Institute of Export & International Trade with support from the UK and Argentine Governments
and our bilateral Chambers of Commerce.

This is a great time for UK companies to be doing business with Argentina and to explore the
many newly developing opportunities for trade and investment. After a decade of protectionism,
Argentina is re-emerging to reclaim its place as one of the world’s leading economies. Since
2015, the Argentine Government under President Mauricio Macri has re-engaged with the 
international business community and introduced a raft of reforms to improve the business 
environment and open-up trade.

As the third largest economy in Latin America and with an abundance of natural resources, 
Argentina presents significant opportunities for UK business. With renewed access to the 
international financial markets, new major capital investment programmes are taking place in
infrastructure and utilities, some under the PPP model. Business and government are working
together to improve manufacturing efficiency and competitiveness, and to strengthen supply
chains by attracting overseas investment and innovative technologies and services.

UK companies have much to offer. From financial services to advanced rail engineering, from
airport design to offshore oil & gas production, from healthcare to education, and from retail to
tourism, the UK has complementary technologies, goods and services to support Argentina’s
economic growth for our mutual prosperity.

This guide will help you to better understand the Argentine market and to prepare your 
strategies for new trade and investment partnerships. My team and I, and the wider DIT 
network across Latin America, stand ready to assist, as does UKEF for export credit support
and our partner bilateral Chambers in London and Buenos Aires. We look forward to hearing
from you soon.

Tim Hanson
Director, Trade and Investment, Department for International Trade
British Embassy Buenos Aires
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/department-for-international-trade-
argentina

Introduction from Tim Hanson, 
Director for Trade and Investment, 
British Embassy Buenos Aires



Welcoming words from the CCAB-British Chamber 
of Commerce in Argentina

The United Kingdom and Argentina have been commercially related since the early days of
the Argentine Government in Buenos Aires in 1810. At that time British traders organised the
“Buenos Aires British Commercial Room” that paved the way for the foundation of the
“CCAB-British Chamber of Commerce in Argentina” in 1913.

These two hundred years of commercial history have been extraordinarily rich and have left
imprints in all aspects of daily life. From British schools and rugby to transport networks and
cattle breeds, all came from the UK and have helped to transform Argentina’s beautiful vast
landscape into one of the largest economies of South America.

Argentina is still a young developing country with a series of economic challenges. The last 
two elections have shown how society has chosen in favour of openness and transparency,
away from decades of self-inflicted isolation. The current government has taken this respon-
sibility and introduced a range of economic reforms that are helping to attract investment,
modernise infrastructure and improve efficiency and competitive value. International trade
and investment opportunities are expanding across all sectors, as this G20 economy returns 
to growth.

There is a need to renew all infrastructure with special urgency in railroads, airports, energy
and other public services. To improve competitiveness in all value chains infrastructure 
renewal is being designed following the British mechanism of the “Public Private 
Partnerships”.

The complementarity between the UK and Argentina is very large and both are moving in
the direction of increasing international participation and presence.
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Besides infrastructure, there are business opportunities in energy, oil, natural gas, 
mining, agribusiness, consumer goods, retail and other industries and value chains.

For the first time the Institute of Export & International Trade has decided to publish a
Doing Business in Argentina Guide and we believe this is an invaluable stepping stone for
British business to understand the opportunities that this country has to offer, and how 
to access the Argentine market for new commercial partnerships. We are very glad that
this very important institution has put in one single document all the critical information
needed for this new era of internationalisation.

We would like to welcome each one of the readers of this guide to count on the 
CCAB-British Chamber of Commerce in Argentina as your place to start analysing the 
opportunities this growing economy is creating and will create in the future. Through 
our events, networking and market advice we are proud to be part of the expanding 
UK-Argentina commercial relationship.

Julian Rooney    Martin Fraguio
President  Executive Director  

CCAB-Cámara de Comercio Argentino Británica
CCAB-British Chamber of Commerce in Argentina

www.ccab.com.ar



Introduction from Dr John Hughes, CBE. Chairman of 
the British Argentine Chamber of Commerce (BACC)

What are the images Argentina conjures up for you?
Beef, Malbec, world class footballers, and if you are Welsh, like me, the thriving Welsh speaking
community in Patagonia. Add for flavour, dramatic scenery, including the highest mountain in
the Andes, great fishing, hospitable people drawn largely from many parts of Europe. All this 
in a land that seems to stretch for ever (8th largest country in the world) and the delights of 
Argentina are manifold.

But what of doing business in Argentina? 
Ah, there’s the rub. For many years the media painted a dark picture of the difficulties of doing
business there, at times, not without reason. That’s changed. The opportunities for foreign 
investment and doing business in Argentina have improved considerably, for both large and
small companies. Even so, Argentina remains a Federal State, and like the USA, rules and
regulations exist at both Federal and Provincial/State level.

So who is there to help you? 
Collectively, we are; the British Embassy Buenos Aires; the Argentine Embassy in London; the
Cámara de Comercio Argentino-Británica in Buenos Aires; and the British Argentine Chamber
of Commerce (BACC) in London.

As the Chairman of the BACC (and a former British Ambassador to Argentina), together with
my Board colleagues and our thriving membership, we are dedicated to:

• promoting bilateral commercial relations

• increasing British investment in Argentina and Argentine investment in the UK

• increasing awareness in the UK of Argentina as a market.   



And what a market?
Composed of not just the 44 million Argentines who make their country the second largest
economy in South America. But also of the 300 million people who inhabit the countries of
Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay, Venezuela (currently suspended) and Argentina, together forming
the Mercosur integrated market.

The opportunities are there; 

in infrastructure, consumer goods, insurance, financing investment,    etc. Such well known big
company names as Shell, BP, Unilever, and HSBC are there and have been there for many
years, and many small British SMEs continue to do good business there.

Join us;

if you want us to help you participate in this growing band of British companies investing and
doing business in Argentina with the opportunities now available. Talk to us and our members.
They know the market because they operate there. Join in our conferences, networking days
and trade missions. We are here to help you find profitable ways of doing business in 
Argentina. Contact us or follow us on:

• email address: administration@baccnetwork.com
• twitter: @BACC2
• facebook: BritishArgentineChamberofCommerce
• website: www.baccnetwork.com

Dr John Hughes, CBE
Chairman, British Argentine Chamber of Commerce (BACC)
http://www.baccnetwork.com
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Department for International Trade (DIT)
(formerly UK Trade & Investment - UKTI)

DIT is the British Government department that helps UK-based companies 
succeed in an increasingly global economy. DIT also helps overseas companies
bring their high quality investment to the UK’s economy. DIT’s range of expert
services are tailored to the needs of individual businesses to maximise their 
international success. DIT provides companies with knowledge, advice and 
practical support.

Through a range of unique services, including participation at selected tradeshows,
outward trade missions and providing bespoke market intelligence, DIT can help
you crack foreign markets and get to grips quickly with overseas regulations and
business practice.

With headquarters in London, DIT have professional advisers around the UK and
staff across more than 100 countries. 

Contact DIT

Contact your local International Trade Team or Scottish Development International
(SDI), Welsh Government (WG) or Invest Northern Ireland (INI) offices to find out
more about the range of services available to you.

You can find your nearest International Trade Team at: 

www.contactus.trade.gov.uk/office-finder/

General enquiry number: +44 (0) 207 215 5000
Department for International Trade
3 Whitehall Place
London
SW1A 2AW
United Kingdom

Email: enquiries@trade.gsi.gov.uk





ABOUT THIS GUIDE

This guide aims to provide a route map of the way ahead, together with signposts to other
sources of help.

The main objective of this Doing Business in Argentina Guide is to provide you with 
basic knowledge about Argentina; an overview of its economy, business culture, potential 
opportunities and to identify the main issues associated with initial research, market entry, 
risk management and cultural and language issues.

We do not pretend to provide all the answers in the guide, but novice exporters in particular
will find it a useful starting point. Further assistance is available from the Department for 
International Trade (DIT) team in Argentina. Full contact details are available in this guide.

To help your business succeed in Argentina we have carefully selected a variety of essential
service providers as ‘Market Experts’. 

The guide is available in 4 formats:

• website: www.Argentina.DoingBusinessGuide.co.uk 
• a ‘free’ downloadable 'mobile device-friendly’ app 
• this full colour hard-copy brochure 
• PDF download/e-flipbook (available on the guide website)

Doing Business in Argentina Guide Team:

Project Director: Craig Smith
Managing Editors: Olivia Taylor / Brian Underwood
Sponsorship Manager: James Clowes
Creative Managers: Paul King / Claire King
Creative Consultants: Twistedgifted  www.twistedgifted.com
Production Co-ordinator: Megan Collingwood
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Printed using materials
from sustainable sources

‘Doing Business in Argentina Guide’ published in the UK by International Market Advisor Ltd.
© 2018 International Market Advisor Ltd (unless otherwise stated). All rights reserved.
Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.
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ARGEnTInA

Buenos Aires, the country’s multicultural, financial,
industrial and commercial hub and the federal capital
city, is located on the Rio de la Plata on the South
American continent’s southeast coast.
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Why Argentina?

Summary

Population:  
44.1 million

Urban population:   
91.9%

Population density:   
16 people per km2

Population growth rate: 
1.1% change

Capital city: 
Buenos Aires

Official language:  
Spanish

Currency: 
Argentine Peso

Nominal GDP (Apr 2018): 
US $637.7 billion

Real annual GDP growth (Apr 2018):  
2.9%

GDP per capita (Apr 2018): 
US $14,466.6

Unemployment rate: 
8.4%

General government gross debt:  
52.6% of GDP

Fiscal balance: 
-6.5% of GDP

Current account balance (Apr 2018): 
-4.8% of GDP/US $-30.8 billion

Argentine exports of goods and 
services to UK (2016):  
£835 million

Argentine imports of goods and 
services from UK (2016):  
£615 million

[Source – mostly UK DIT/FCO Economics Unit]

Doing Business in Argentina
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Overview

Stretching 3,694 km (2,295 mi) from north
to south – a distance equivalent to that 
between London and Baghdad – and
1,423 km (884 mi) from east to west in 
the southern part of the continent of South
America, Argentina is the eighth largest
country in the world, and the second
largest in Latin America.

Argentina’s western border with Chile runs
along the Andes mountain range, and to
the north the country is bordered by Bolivia
and Paraguay, to the northeast by Brazil,
and Uruguay and the South Atlantic Ocean
to the east.

Aconcagua, at 6,959 m (22,831 ft) above
sea level, is Argentina’s highest point –
and the highest in the Southern and 
Western hemispheres – one of many
peaks over 6,000 m located in the Andes
Mountains running north-south along 
Argentina’s western border.

Argentina is rich in natural resources, and
has seven diverse regions, including the
Pampas – a very large and fertile alluvial
plain in the centre and east of the country,
and Patagonia in the south, consisting
mostly of arid steppes and cold 
grasslands, with some forests in the 
Andes foothills.

Argentina has a highly-literate population
of over 40 million, an export-orientated
agricultural sector, and a diversified 
industrial base. It is highly urbanised, 
with 91% of the population living in 
urban areas (defined as those with 
2,000 inhabitants or more).

Buenos Aires, the country’s multicultural, 
financial, industrial and commercial hub
and the federal capital city, is located on
the Rio de la Plata on the South American
continent’s southeast coast. It is an “Alpha
City” with a metropolitan population of
around 17 million, a top tourist destination
(the most-visited city in South America)
and constitutes the 13th largest economy
amongst the world’s cities.

Argentina has the second-highest Human
Development Index in Latin America with a
rating of "very high" by the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), and is a
founding member of the MERCOSUR 
trading bloc, having Brazil, Paraguay,
Uruguay and Venezuela as partners. 
See: http://www.mercosur.int/.

[Source – Argentine Investment & Trade 
Promotion Agency (Jan 2018)]

Political situation

Argentina has a Representative, Republican
and Federal form of government divided
into three powers: the Executive branch,
headed by the President; the Legislative
branch, headed by Congress, which is 
divided into two chambers: the Senate and
the Chamber of Deputies; and the Judicial
branch.

The President is elected to serve a four-
year term by direct popular vote under a
two-round system. The current President 
is Mauricio Macri, who was elected in 
November 2015 with 51.4% of the vote 
for a four-year term in office. 
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The Argentine constitution allows two 
consecutive presidential terms, so President
Macri could run for re-election in 2019.

Economic overview

Argentina is the third largest economy 
in Latin America in terms of Purchasing
Power Parity (PPP) GDP. By 2018 its 
nominal GDP in Dollars had reached 637.7
billion (920.2 billion PPP) and nominal
GDP per capita was close to US $14,466
(US $20,875.8 per capita in PPP terms),
with real annual GDP growth at 2.9%.

Argentina has a highly diversified economy.
The primary sector is internationally
renowned for its high productivity levels
and use of advanced technologies. The
country's well-developed industrial base 
includes key sectors such as agribusiness,
automotive, pharmaceuticals, chemicals
and petrochemicals, biotechnology and 
design manufacturing. The service sector
is the largest contributor to total GDP, 
accounting for over 50%.

The country is a leading food producer. 
Argentina is the world's third largest 
producer of soybean, soy meal, soybean
oil and corn; the fourth largest producer 
of sunflower (seed, meal and oil) and
sorghum; the seventh producer of barley
and the twelfth producer of wheat.  

Argentina holds the fourth largest shale 
oil and second largest shale gas reserves
in the world. Other valuable resources 
include gold, copper, lead, zinc, lithium,
natural borates, bentonite, clays and 
construction stone.

The leading industrial sectors by gross
value of production are food processing,

beverages, chemicals and pharmaceuticals;
motor vehicles and auto parts and coke
fuel, oil refining and nuclear fuel production.
With respect to services, sectors with the
largest share in gross value added include
wholesale, retail, and repairs; followed by
transport and communications. The service
sector leads the labour market as the
biggest job creator.

The World Bank ranks Argentina 117th out
of 190 countries for ease of doing business
in 2018. See: http://www.doingbusiness.org
/~/media/WBG/DoingBusiness/Documents
/Annual-Reports/English/DB2018-Full-
Report.pdf. It is anticipated that Argentina’s
position will improve as reforms introduced
by the Macri Administration deliver im-
provements to the business environment.

You can read the World Bank’s more 
in-depth publication and guidance for 
business, ‘Economy Profile 2017 – 
Argentina’ at: https://openknowledge.
worldbank.org/handle/10986/25419?show
=full. See also the Argentine Investment &
Trade Promotion Agency’s “Doing 
Business In Argentina – An Investor’s
Guide” (Jan 2018) at: http://www.
inversionycomercio.org.ar/docs/pdf/
Doing_Business_in_Argentina-2017.pdf.

[Source – Argentine Investment & Trade 
Promotion Agency (Jan 2018)]

Foreign debt
After more than 14 years, in April 2016 
Argentina exited from its debt default. This
has allowed the country to reduce country
risk and regain access to the international
capital markets. In June 2018 the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) agreed
to lend Argentina up to US $50 billion
(£37.2 billion) as the country seeks to 
bolster its economy.

Doing Business in Argentina
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Foreign trade
In 2016, Argentina swung back to trade
surplus after the deficit reported in 2015,
which was an exception since 2002. In the
last 15 years, exports have shown a 125%
increase in nominal Dollar terms at an 
annual average rate of 6%, while imports
increased by 519% at an annual average
rate of 14%.

Argentina's main trade partners are Brazil,
China and the United States, both for 
exports and imports of goods. Of the 
products sent to Brazil, 63% are industrial
manufacturing products, 59% of which are
vehicles. The main products exported to
China are soybean-related products (over
63%), while the main items sent to the
United States are biodiesel (26%) and
wine (6%).

On the import side, Argentina buys mainly
vehicles from Brazil (46% of its total 
imports), electrical and electronic equipment
from China (33%), and mineral fuels, 
mineral oils and mineral waxes (17%) 
from the United States.

Historically, Argentina has had a negative
trade balance of services. However, two
items have been showing positive bal-
ances (i.e. exports higher than imports):
business, professional, and technical 
services, and computer and information
services. Recent years have seen a
consolidation of export-orientated services
companies mainly due to the human talent
available in the country.

[Source – Argentine Investment & Trade 
Promotion Agency (Jan 2018)]

UK and Argentina

Overview
Since 2016 there has been a marked 
improvement in bilateral relations, including
the release of a landmark Joint 
Communiqué in September 2016 that 
includes a framework for enhanced 
bilateral trade and investment. See: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
communique-between-argentina-and-the-
united-kingdom/uk-and-argentina-joint-
communique for the full original
Communiqué text. The statement covers
enhanced co-operation across the full
range of the UK-Argentine bilateral 
relationship – political, economic, science,
trade and the arts.

UK and Argentina joint communiqué: 
13th September 2016

1. High-level political consultations
It was agreed to work together to identify
new areas of collaboration and, in that
context, to reactivate high-level bilateral
consultations initiated in 2002 based on
comprehensive themes and held annually.
These consultations will seek to deepen
the bilateral relationship around a positive
agenda that addresses global challenges
in the medium and long term, in areas
such as:

• democracy

• human rights

• co-operation in international peace 
and security

• non-proliferation

• environment

• climate change

• clean/green energy

• trade and investment

• science, technology and innovation

• tourism

• sport



Deputy Foreign Minister Foradori, and 
Minister Duncan, agreed to set up and 
institutionalise a mechanism for dialogue
and strategic reflection so as to approach
a future bilateral relationship on the basis
of strengthening the values, interests and
common principles whose work will be
taken forward by the respective teams in
formal annual meetings.

Highlighted areas were:

• joint work in terms of the non-
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction (WMD)

• the possibilities of working at a 
multilateral level in the fight against 
organised crime

• drug trafficking and terrorism

• the possibilities of co-operation to 
comply with contributions of the Treaty 
of Paris within the framework of the 
UN Convention on Climate Change

• parliamentary bilateral work through 
‘friendship groups’ established by both 
countries, and multilateral work within 
the framework of the International 
Parliamentary Union

• collaboration between regional 
governments, provinces and cities, in 
addition to cultural and educational 
exchanges

2. Fight against corruption and 
organised crime
The Argentine and the UK’s commitment 
in the area of global anti-corruption was
reaffirmed. The UK thanked Argentina for
its constant support against organised
crime particularly in the area of narco-

trafficking, human trafficking and money
laundering. The UK praised the efforts of
Argentina to confront corruption and build
confidence in the regulatory system pointing
to its economic reform programme. The
UK offered assistance to tackle corruption,
to promote transparency and help open
government practices.

3. Science and technology, human
rights and gender issues
Opportunities were analysed for co-operation
in terms of science and technology, 
innovation, human resources development
and training in manufacturing sectors,
human rights and the question of gender
issues. On the subject of science and 
technology it was agreed that Argentina
and the UK have strong, historic ties. Both
parties welcomed the increase in bilateral
links including the creation of potential
areas for scientific exchange such as 
agri-technology, advanced materials and
nanotechnology, ICT, life sciences and the
development of opportunities for students
via the Bec.ar scholarship programme in
collaboration with British universities and
CONICET (the Argentine National Scientific
and Technical Research Council), 
collaborating with the Royal Society. 
Both parties reaffirmed the agreement of 
a bilateral scientific dialogue at ministerial
level.

Additionally, areas of possible co-operation
were evaluated in the matter of Antarctica
including exchanges, joint work and 
agreements between scientific programmes
of the Argentine Antarctic Institute (IAA)
and the British Antarctic Survey. Also 
evaluated was the development of joint
scientific activities in the area of the 
Convention on the Conservation of 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources
(CCAMLR).
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4. Arts, culture, education and sport
It was recognised that Argentina and the
UK share strong and lasting cultural links.
In this spirit of co-operation and friendship
both countries have agreed to strengthen
these links and to continue to identify new
areas of collaboration. An increase in 
student exchanges was welcomed including
the recent increase in Chevening 
scholarships and the British Council’s offer
to Argentina to promote teaching 
programmes in English and Welsh. The
UK highlights Argentina’s organisation of
the 3rd World Youth Olympics in Buenos
Aires in October 2018 and offers to share
British knowledge and expertise obtained
during the organisation of large-scale
events.

5. Trade and investment
It was highlighted that Argentina and the
UK had agreed to work to significantly 
increase bilateral trade, as demonstrated
by the recent visits focused on trade and
assistance to companies and investments
in order to capitalise on commercial and 
investment opportunities, which includes
sharing advice and experience in 
Public-Private Partnerships (PPP).

Both countries committed to work jointly 
to strengthen co-operation between 
governments and the private sector in the
area of investments, promoting Foreign
Direct Investment in both directions and
developing commercial links. Additionally
they resolved to identify investment 
opportunities in each country with a 
particular focus on areas such as 
infrastructure, energy and mining. The UK
welcomed the initiative of President Macri
for organising the Business and Investment
Forum attended by more than a thousand
representatives of local and foreign 
companies, including amongst others, 
the British companies BP, BT, HSBC and
GSK.

6. G20
The wish was expressed to continue to
collaborate actively with the efforts shown
at the G20 welcoming the election of 

Argentina to chair the group in 2018. Both
countries have agreed that they will work
together – including wider co-operation in
international fora such as the G20 – to 
promote economic dialogue, increase
trade, investment and innovation between
the two nations.

7. OECD
The UK supports the Argentine aspiration
for a closer relationship with the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) and offers its
advice and experience to help implement
the reforms needed to meet membership
requirements.

8. International security and defence
Argentina and the UK agree that to 
confront the threats to international 
peace and security, closer international 
co-operation and co-ordination is required.
Both countries are exploring opportunities
to widen their fields of co-operation. The
visit to the UK by the ARA Libertad training
ship was welcomed. Both agreed to
strengthen relations between the two
armed forces. The UK welcomes the 
commitment of Argentina to the 
maintenance of international peace 
and security via its support to United 
Nations peacekeeping operations. 

In this respect, mention was made to the
significant co-operation achieved by the
Argentine and British contingents in the
UN Peacekeeping Mission in Cyprus 
(UNFICYP) and the results of the UN
Peacekeeping Defence Ministerial meeting
that took place in London on 7th to 8th

September.

9. Refugee crisis
The UK praised the Argentine Government’s
decision to establish a programme to take
in 3,000 Syrian refugees, stressing the
shared, global responsibility to co-operate
in the resolution of the problem including 
financial assistance from the international
community.
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10. South Atlantic
In a positive spirit, both sides agreed to set
up a dialogue to improve co-operation on
South Atlantic issues of mutual interest.
Both governments agreed that the formula
on sovereignty in paragraph 2 of the Joint
Statement of 19th October 1989 applies 
to this Joint Communique and to its 
consequences. In this context it was
agreed to take the appropriate measures
to remove all obstacles limiting the 
economic growth and sustainable 
development of the Falkland Islands, 
including in trade, fishing, shipping and 
hydrocarbons. Both parties emphasised
the benefits of co-operation and positive
engagement for all concerned.

In accordance with the principles set out in
the 14th July 1999 Joint Statement and 
Exchange of Letters, both sides agreed
that further air links between the Falkland
Islands/Islas Malvinas and third countries
would be established. In this context they
agreed the establishment of 2 additional
stops per month in mainland Argentina,
one in each direction. The specific details
will be defined.

Both delegations expressed their full 
support for a DNA identification process 
in respect of unknown Argentine soldiers
buried in the Darwin Cemetery. Discussions
on this sensitive humanitarian issue will be
taken forward in Geneva on the basis of an
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) assessment supplemented by 
bilateral discussions as required. Both
sides agreed that the wishes of the 
families concerned were paramount.

Both sides agreed to establish a date for 
a fuller meeting as soon as possible.

[Source – gov.uk]

Progress in the UK-Argentina bilateral
relationship since 2016
Since 2016 there has been substantial
progress in a number of areas covered by
the Joint Communiqué, including:

• frequent high-level exchanges, 
including visits in 2018 by former UK 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson to 
Argentina in May and Argentine 
Cabinet Chief Marcos Pena to the UK 
in June

• the establishment of a UK-Argentina 
Commercial Dialogue, which met most
recently at Ministerial level in London 
in May 2018

• frequent two-way trade missions, 
including a 90-strong Argentina Trade 
Delegation to the UK in May 2018

• the announcement of a UK Export 
Finance (UKEF) £1 billion export 
credit facility to support UK trade with 
Argentina

• a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) on joint scientific research in 
the Antarctic, signed in May 2018

• an MOU on work against anti-microbial 
resistance (AMR) in the environment, 
signed in May 2018

• an MOU on co-operation on 
international security, signed in May 
2018

• increased collaboration in anti-corruption
programmes

• the award of Chevening scholarships 
to 35 Argentine students to the UK in 
2017-18

Doing Business in Argentina
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• high profile ships visits by ARA 
Libertad to UK in 2017, and by HMS 
Protector to Argentina in 2018

• sporting exchanges, including the 
Welsh and Scottish rugby teams tours 
of Argentina in June 2018, and by the 
England rugby team in 2017

• changes to the UK arms export policy 
to Argentina (June 2018), now 
enabling UK sales to Argentine military
end-users in accordance with export 
licence criteria

Benefits of the Argentine market  
Argentina has signed almost sixty bilateral
investment treaties and created an entire
law (Foreign Investment Law No. 21,382)
to regulate and protect foreign investment.
Argentina became an ICSID member in
1994 and has been an Observer of the 
Investment Committee of the OECD since
1996. Furthermore, the country is a member
of the Multilateral Investment Guarantee
Agency (MIGA) and a member of the
World Bank Group, which provides 
insurance coverage for foreign investments
made by individuals or legal entities 
established in member countries.

Strengths of the Argentine market include:

• 3rd largest economy and 3rd largest 
manufacturing base in Latin America

• member of the MERCOSUR trading 
bloc (population 290 million)

• major world producer of agricultural 
commodities (e.g. soya and maize)

• unexploited shale oil and gas reserves

• large reserves of minerals and 
precious metals (e.g. lithium, copper, 
silver and gold)

• regional leader in IT services 
and creative industries

• renewed access to the international 
finance markets for raising investment 
capital

• major capital investment plans in 
infrastructure and utilities

• economic reform programme 
improving the business environment 
for overseas trade and investment

• second-highest Human Development 
Index in Latin America (UNDP)

Benefits for UK businesses exporting to or
investing in Argentina include:

• high level of professional skills, 
including highest English Proficiency 
Index in the region

• sophisticated market with European 
tastes and business culture

• UKEF export credit facility of £1 billion

• direct daily flights with the UK, operated
by British Airways and Norwegian Air 
UK

• Double Taxation Agreement with the 
UK (one of only 18 that Argentina has 
in operation)

• good government-to-government 
business relations under the UK-
Argentina Commercial Dialogue

• strong existing business representation:
over 100 UK companies present in 
Argentina; two bilateral Chambers of 
Commerce





UK and Argentina trade
Argentina is the UK’s third largest export
market in South America, with exports of
goods and services worth £615 million in
2016 (goods £321 million; services £294
million), and goods exports increasing by
44% year-on-year over the 12 month 
period to April 2018.

Total Argentine exports of goods and 
services to the UK were worth £835 million
in 2016. The total UK-Argentina bilateral
trade was worth £1,450 billion in 2016.

[Source – ONS Pink Book 2017]

The UK’s main exports to Argentina are:

• medical equipment and 
pharmaceuticals

• boilers, machinery and mechanical 
appliances

• non-ferrous metals

• professional and scientific instruments

• plastics and plastic products

• beverages

• electrical machinery and equipment

• chemical materials and products

• vehicles

• organic chemicals

Now over 100 UK companies operate in
Argentina. This includes over 20 FTSE 100
companies such as BT, GSK, HSBC and
Unilever, as well as a range of small and
medium-sized UK companies.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

In addition:

• Argentina was ranked 85th out 
of 180 countries in Transparency 
International's latest Corruption 
Perceptions Index, showing an 
improvement on its position in 
comparison with the previous two 
years (the UK ranked 8th): 
https://www.transparency.org/news/
feature/corruption_perceptions_index_
2017#table

• Argentina is ranked 117th out of 190 
countries in the World Bank’s 2018 
Ease of Doing Business index (the UK 
ranks 7th): http://www.doingbusiness. 
org/~/media/WBG/DoingBusiness/ 
Documents/Annual-Reports/English/ 
DB2018-Full-Report.pdf

• The World Economic Forum’s Global 
Competitiveness report 2017-18 ranks 
Argentina 92nd out of 137, up ten 
places since 2016-17 (the UK is 
ranked 8th, down one place): 
http://reports.weforum.org/global-
competitiveness-index-2017-2018/ 
countryeconomy-profiles/#economy 
=ARG

Contact a DIT export adviser at:
https://www.contactus.trade.gov.uk/enquiry
/topic for a free consultation if you are 
interested in exporting to Argentina.

In March 2017 the UK Government 
announced a £1 billion export finance 
facility for UK trade with Argentina. Contact
UK Export Finance (UKEF) about trade 
finance and insurance cover for UK 
companies, see: https://www.gov.uk/
government/organisations/uk-export-
finance. 

You can also check the current UKEF
cover position for Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/country-
cover-policy-and-indicators#argentina.

[Source – DIT/ UKEF/gov.uk]
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Taking part in overseas exhibitions is an effective
way for you to test markets, attract customers, 
appoint agents or distributors and make sales.
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Help available for you

Overview

The UK Department for International Trade
(DIT) provides tailored support packages
for companies who are:

• first time exporters (FTEs)

• small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs)

• medium-sized businesses (MSBs)

See: https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/department-for-international-
trade/about-our-services for further 
information.

In addition, the British Argentine Chamber
of Commerce (BACC), based in London,
provides a series of business networking
opportunities and information on key 
issues linked to the bilateral commercial
and business relations. See: https://www.
baccnetwork.com/home for further 
information.

Similarly, the Cámara de Comercio 
Argentino-Británica (CCAB), based in
Buenos Aires, can assist UK companies
visiting the Argentine market. See:
http://ccab.com.ar/ for further information.

The following details are a selection of
support services available for you:

Support from the Department for 
International Trade (DIT)

Business opportunities
If you are a UK-registered company you
can benefit from a unique programme, 
‘Exporting is GREAT’, presenting real-time
export opportunities that you can apply 
for online. This is part of the drive to 
significantly increase the number of UK
companies exporting.

‘Exporting is GREAT’ is part of the UK
Government’s GREAT campaign, and
presents live export opportunities to UK
businesses across a range of media 
outlets and digital channels. Hundreds of
these export opportunities, with a potential
total value of more than £300 million, are
hosted on: https://www.great.gov.uk/.

Selling online overseas
Use this service to help choose a suitable
online marketplace to sell your products
overseas.

You can:
• find major online marketplaces in other

countries

• see whether these online marketplaces
are suitable to sell your products

• discover how to list your products on 
an online marketplace

• get information about costs of listing 
on the marketplace and how logistics 
are fulfilled

• access special terms negotiated by the
UK Government

Doing Business in Argentina
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E-Exporting Programme
DIT’s E-Exporting Programme aims to help
you get your brand to millions of global
consumers and grow your business
through online exports. DIT’s E-Exporting
Programme helps you if you are a UK
company:

• new to selling online

• already selling online, but need help 
with specific issues

• experienced in online sales, but are 
looking to sell on multiple platforms 
globally

The programme enables you to:

• arrange a free meeting through 
your local DIT office to get expert 
international trade advice and support, 
and access to DIT’s global network of 
contacts. See: https://www.contactus 
.trade.gov.uk/office-finder

• meet a Digital Trade Adviser where 
relevant, to help you develop and 
implement an international online 
strategy

• set up on e-marketplaces quickly and 
also identify new e-marketplaces 
around the world

• access better-than-commercial rates 
to list on some e-marketplaces, 
including lower commission fees and 
‘try for free’ periods. See: https://www. 
gov.uk/guidance/e-exporting 
#preferentialrates

• access the ‘E-Expertise Bank’, a 
community of over 175 B2B/B2C 
service providers offering free advice. 

See: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
e-exporting#eexpertise

• join DIT’s mailing list for opportunities 
to hear from industry experts, network 
with like-minded individuals and find 
out about e-commerce trends

Find a buyer service
This is the place to let international buyers
know all about your business – highlight
the vital facts about your company to give
buyers confidence to get in touch; show off
your company's experience and outstanding
projects to give potential buyers more 
insight; get emails from international buyers
straight to your sales or business develop-
ment teams; see relevant government-
supported export development events
where overseas buyers will be attending.

Events and missions
Taking part in overseas exhibitions is an
effective way for you to test markets, 
attract customers, appoint agents or 
distributors and make sales. DIT's
Tradeshow Access Programme (TAP) 
provides grant support for eligible SMEs 
to attend trade shows overseas.

Participation is usually as part of a group 
– a great advantage for inexperienced
businesses – and is usually led by one 
of DIT's Accredited Trade Associations
(ATOs). ATOs work with DIT to raise the
profile of UK groups and sectors at key 
exhibitions. 

The DIT calendar of events has some 
400 core events and missions, and 1,000 
opportunities across the Trade Access 
Programme and the English national 
regions.
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DIT Events Portal
The DIT Events Portal provides a single
calendar view of all DIT events and 
missions, and has been developed to 
provide you with more-detailed information
on each event in order to help you decide
on the most appropriate event to attend.
The calendar can be filtered and searched
by sector and/or market.

There are also detailed events websites
which include more information about each
event, and also allow you to register for an
event.

The DIT Events Portal is your central hub
for business and networking opportunities.
Search for future events and missions,
register online and network with fellow 
delegates. See: https://www.events.trade.
gov.uk/.

DIT webinars
The DIT webinar service runs hundreds of
free hour-long internet events covering
topics, sectors and countries around the
world, helping you shape your export plan.
These events allow you to interact with the
experts in specific sectors and countries
and allow you to ask questions to enhance
your knowledge.

To see upcoming DIT webinars, please
visit: www.events.trade.gov.uk and search
for webinars.

Other DIT services
DIT assists new and experienced 
exporters with information, help and advice
on entering overseas markets such as 
Argentina. These services include:

• an Export Health Check to assess 
your company’s readiness for exporting
and help develop a plan of action

• training in the requirements for trading 
overseas

• access to an experienced local 
International Trade Adviser

• help to grow your business through 
online exports

• specialist help with tackling cultural 
issues when communicating with 
Argentinean customers and partners

• advice on how to go about market 
research and the possibility of a grant 
towards approved market-research 
projects

• ongoing support to help you continue 
to develop overseas trade, and look at 
dealing with more-sophisticated 
activities or markets

• information, contacts, advice, 
mentoring and support from DIT staff 
in the UK and their network of staff in 
Argentina

• support to participate in trade fairs in 
Argentina

• opportunities to participate in sector-
based trade missions and seminars

• access to major buyers, local 
government and supply chains in 
Argentina

• advice on forming international joint 
ventures and partnerships

• exploratory visits to Argentina

• alerts to the latest and best business 
opportunities
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Doing Business in Argentina

In-market support
If you already export, and have decided 
Argentina is part of your business strategy,
you are advised to contact the DIT team at
the British Embassy Buenos Aires prior to
your visit, to discuss your objectives and
what help you may need. See:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us.

They can provide a range of Argentina-
specific services for you, including the 
provision of market information, validated
lists of agents/potential partners, key 
market players or potential customers; 
establishing interest from such contacts;
and arranging in-market appointments for
you. In addition, they can also organise
events for you to meet contacts in 
Argentina, or to promote your company
and your products/services.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

Support from the Institute of Export 
& International Trade

Raising the profile of international trade
qualifications and experienced members 
is only part of how IOE&IT membership 
is essential for any individual or business
involved with global trade. Importantly, the
IOE&IT also offer access to a unique range
of benefits and services specific to 
international trade: 

• Help with any export issues you come 
across. Our team of experts can help 
with questions on documentation, 
export controls, the UK Bribery Act, 
customs & VAT procedures, regulatory 
and compliance issues, insurance 
issues, payment terms, transport and 

logistics. Members get free access to 
our experts via a technical helpline. 
See: https://www.export.org.uk/page/ 
Export_Helpline.

• A voice for your ideas and concerns. 
We represent your point of view and 
feed back to government, HMRC and 
other influencing bodies on issues that 
impact you, plus participate in Institute 
responses to central government with 
regard to proposed legislative 
changes.

• A complete range of international trade
qualifications – for those that have no 
experience, up to those who wish to 
qualify themselves to take a business 
degree. The Institute's qualifications 
are widely recognised as providing 
both employers and employees with 
the necessary international business 
practice linked to satisfying career 
planning and development. See: 
https://www.export.org.uk/page/ 
qualifications.

• A range of short courses – giving you 
the skills and expertise you need to 
gain a competitive advantage in the 
challenging and complex world of 
export, import and international trade. 
See: https://www.export.org.uk/page 
/TrainingCourses.

• An extensive events programme – 
to help you share information 
and connect at every level in the 
international trade community, whether
it is sector-specific or regional. See: 
https://www.export.org.uk/ 
events/event_list.asp.
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• Inclusion in surveys – to research the 
attitudes and changes to world trade.

For more information on how the IOE&IT
can help you, or on becoming a member,
contact the IOE&IT at: https://www.export.
org.uk/page/about.

Open to Export
Open to Export is the IOE&IT’s free, online
advice service for UK companies looking
to grow internationally. It offers free 
information and support on anything 
to do with exporting and hosts online 
discussions via its forum, webinars and 
social media, where businesses can ask
any export question, and learn from each
other.

Open to Export can be accessed at:
http://opentoexport.com/.

[Source – Institute of Export & International
Trade]

Support from the Argentine Investment
and Trade Promotion Agency

The Argentine Investment and Trade 
Promotion Agency works together with
companies that want to grow in Argentina,
providing consultancy, information and 
facilitation services. They help investors
and exporters understand the opportunities,
identify the obstacles faced when investing
and exporting, and the investment and 
export processes.

The Investment Promotion team promotes
opportunities in key sectors; provides 
information on the country's economic 
situation and regulatory framework; and
assists in executing the projects.

See: http://www.inversionycomercio.org.ar/
or contact: welcome@invest.org.ar for 
further information.

Support from the British Argentine
Chamber of Commerce (BACC)

The British Argentine Chamber of 
Commerce (BACC), based in London, 
provides a series of business networking
opportunities and information on key 
issues linked to the bilateral commercial
and business relations.

Companies and individuals interested in
consolidating their position into the business
community of both countries can join the
Chamber and access exclusive services
and benefits.

The Chamber publishes a newsletter and
organises meetings, seminars and working
breakfasts to promote business contacts
and the interchange of information between
people. They can:

• organise conferences and seminars in 
areas of interest to their members

• offer sponsorship and networking 
opportunities through events

• offer advertising opportunities  – 
website and newsletter

• publish a newsletter with updates of 
related activities

• distribute articles and reports relevant 
to their members

• offer member-to-member discount
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• help and support inward and outward 
missions

• support Argentine companies coming 
into the UK via their members and 
partner organisations

• support British companies going into 
Argentina via their members and 
partner organisations 

See: https://www.baccnetwork.com/home
for further information.

Support from the British Chamber of
Commerce in Argentina (Cámara de
Comercio Argentino-Britanica) (CCAB)

The Chamber is an independent, not-for-
profit organisation that supports bilateral
trade and investment between Argentina
and the UK.

Their top priority is to support their 
members’ interest. Membership is 
drawn from companies and individuals in 
Argentina and overseas. The largest UK
investors in Argentina are members, but
the majority are local firms interested in 
developing or maintaining good 
commercial links with the UK.

They work closely with their sister 
Chamber, the British Argentine Chamber 
of Commerce, the Argentine Embassy 
in London and other UK Chambers of
Commerce, among other institutions.

They also maintain a close working 
relationship with the British Embassy, the
British Council and other British Institutions
in Argentina to benefit members and guide
business initiatives towards success.

They are part of BRITLAN, a network of
British Chambers of Commerce in Latin
America set up in 2003.

See: http://ccab.com.ar/eng/nosotros_
home.php for further information.

Doing Business in Argentina
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You do not need a visa to enter Argentina as a
tourist unless you are travelling on an Emergency
Travel Document. On presentation of a valid British
passport you will normally be granted a 90-day 
stay in the country.
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Company Profile
We are an international advisory firm, with a
particularly strong presence in England &
Argentina, operating as a bridge between
the two countries. The firm specialises in Legal
and Business advice. The managing partner,
Dr. Federico Miguel Amadeo Cincotta, is the
only Solicitor of England & Wales in Argentina
and a lawyer in Argentina. 

At Cincotta International Advisory Firm we
focus on legal and business services, bringing
innovative solutions for companies, govern-
ments, start-ups and HNW individuals. The
areas of law that we operate in include:
corporate, business, customs, international
trade, real estate, litigation, asset transfer,
employment, family, immigration and private
client.  Whether you are looking for advice to
expand into the UK, Argentina -or elsewhere-,
we are capable of providing a tailored solution.

This boutique firm provides sophisticated,
high quality advice to international and local
clients on matters of English and Argentine
law. We are the first and only firm in Argentina
with a qualified English solicitor, capable of
providing advice on English law matters. Our
clients appreciate that we resolve complex
issues, we spot problems before they arise
and that we build strong relationships with
them.

Cincotta International Advisory Firm is a
patron member of The British Argentine
Chamber of Commerce and has been
appointed as the only corresponding law firm
of The Federation of International Employers
(FedEE) in Argentina.

Managing Partner
Dr. Cincotta has almost 20 years of legal work
experience between London and Argentina.
He manages his own boutique firm and
advises governments, companies and
private clients. Furthermore, he is a professor
at the National University of La Plata in the
Postgradute course and in the Law Society
of La Plata, lecturing on Legal English. He has
worked as a lawyer for some of the best law
firms in the world and trained with leaders in
their field. He speaks Spanish and English and
he is a member of the Law Society of
England & Wales and Colegio Público de
Abogados de la Capital Federal and Cole-
gio de Abogados de La Plata in Argentina.

www.cincottaadvisory.com

Cincotta International Advisory Firm

Email:
federico.cincotta@cincottaadvisory.com
info@cincottaadvisory.com

Telephone: 
Eng. +44 790 195 4011
Arg. +54 (9) 221 355 3276

Contact name: Federico Cincotta

Offices:
5 Chancery Lane WC2A 1LG
London. England. Tel: +44 0207 406 1465

Av. Alicia Moreau de Justo 740
Piso 3 Ofic.1 - ( C1107AAP )
Puerto Madero - Dock 5
Bs. As. - Argentina
Tel: +54 11 5273 6336

Calle 19 No 231 entre 36 y 37
La Plata. Provincia de Buenos Aires
CP 1900 Argentina. Tel: +54 221 425 6337
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Getting here and advice about 
your stay

Entry requirements

The following information was accurate at
the time of print but may change at short
notice.

Visas
If you are visiting Argentina for a short stay
on business then you will not need a visa.
The Argentine Consulate in London can
give you more information on work or 
residence permits. See: http://www.clond.
mrecic.gov.ar/en.

You do not need a visa to enter Argentina
as a tourist unless you are travelling on 
an Emergency Travel Document. On 
presentation of a valid British passport 
you will normally be granted a 90-day stay
in the country.

If you wish to extend your stay for another
90-day period, seek advice from the 
Argentine Migrations Office at:
http://www.migraciones.gov.ar/accesible/
indexD.php.

If you are travelling to Argentina for any
purpose other than tourism, including 
non-tourist visitors to Antarctica departing
from an Argentine port, contact the 
Embassy of the Argentine Republic in 
London, at: http://www.argentine-embassy-
uk.org/index_eng.shtml.

Passport validity
You should have a full ‘British Citizen’
passport valid for the proposed duration of
your stay. No additional period of validity
beyond this is required.

Proof of onward travel
You may need to provide proof of onward
or return travel. You should make all flight
reservations before departing for 
Argentina. Airlines have sometimes 
refused to board passengers travelling 
to Argentina without proof of onward travel.

UK Emergency Travel Documents
UK Emergency Travel Documents (ETDs)
are accepted for entry, airside transit and
exit from Argentina. However, holders of
an ETD must apply for the appropriate 
Argentine visa to enter the country. For
entry into Argentina, your ETD should be
valid for the proposed duration of your
stay. No additional period of validity 
beyond this is required.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

Money

ATMs are widely available in Argentina.
Credit cards are accepted in most hotels
and major shops and restaurants. Photo ID
may be required. Travellers’ cheques are
not always accepted. 

Travel advice

If you are travelling to Argentina for 
business, check the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) travel advice
page first, for up-to-the-minute travel 
information, at: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-
travel-advice/argentina.
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Travel insurance
Take out comprehensive travel and 
medical insurance before you travel. 
See the FCO Foreign Travel Insurance
guidance at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
foreign-travel-insurance.

Local laws and customs

Do not become involved with illegal drugs
of any kind. Possession of even very small
quantities can lead to a lengthy prison 
sentence.

Argentine society is open and diverse.
Same-sex marriage is legal; rights are 
protected by the Constitution and by 
legislation tackling all kinds of discrimination.
Argentina is signatory to international and
regional agreements protecting LGBT
rights. See the UK Government’s 
information and advice page for the 
LGBT community at: https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-trans
gender-foreign-travel-advice before you
travel.

There are legal restrictions related to 
companies involved in hydrocarbons and
fishing industries in the Falkland
Islands/Islas Malvinas.

[Source – FCO Travel Advice/gov.uk (April 2018)]

Safety and security

99,391 British nationals visited Argentina 
in 2017. Most visits to Argentina are 
trouble-free.

If you need to contact the emergency 
services, call 911 or 101 (police), 107 

(ambulance) or 100 (fire). For English 
assistance in Buenos Aires contact the
Tourist Police on: +54 (0)11 4323 8900, 
extension 116310 (available 24 hours). 
In Mendoza contact: +54 (0)261 413 2135.

Crime
Organised crime presents no direct threat
to UK business in Argentina. However,
check the latest FCO Travel Advice at:
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/
argentina before you travel.

[Source – FCO Travel Advice/gov.uk]

Extreme and adventure sports
If you take part in extreme or adventure
sports (including paragliding, climbing, 
off-road driving and hot air ballooning),
make sure adequate safety precautions
are in place. Only use reputable operators
and insist on training. Make sure your
travel insurance covers all the activities
you want to undertake.

Political situation
Political demonstrations and picketing are
more common in Argentina than in the UK.
They can take place at many public 
locations throughout Argentina. Some
demonstrations attract large numbers 
of people. There have been cases of
demonstrations turning violent. You 
should monitor the media and avoid
demonstrations.

There have been occasional Falklands/
Malvinas-related protests outside the
British Embassy and British affiliated 
businesses in Argentina. However they do
not pose a physical threat to UK citizens
travelling or residing in Argentina.
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Local travel
Groups of demonstrators (piqueteros)
sometimes block major roads into and out
of Buenos Aires during times of social 
unrest. This can cause significant delays.

Air travel
British Airways and Norwegian Air UK 
operate direct flights between London 
airports and Buenos Aires.

Flights from airports in Argentina can be
susceptible to delays and cancellations.
Check with your airline or travel company
before travelling to the airport.

The International Air Transport Association
publishes a list of registered airlines at:
http://www.iata.org/whatwedo/safety/audit/
Pages/index.aspx that have been audited
and found to meet a number of operational
safety standards and recommended 
practices. This list is not exhaustive and
the absence of an airline from this list does
not necessarily mean that it is unsafe.

A list of recent incidents and accidents 
can be found on the website of the Aviation
Safety network at: http://aviation-safety.net/
database/country/country.php?id=LV.

Road travel
You will need an International Driving 
Permit (IDP) to drive in Argentina. See:
http://www.theaa.com/driving-advice/
driving-abroad/idp.

Driving and road safety standards vary.
Respect for speed limits and traffic signals
is patchy, and other road users can make
unexpected manoeuvres. Crime against
car users, particularly when stationary at
traffic lights, is a problem. Keep windows
closed and doors locked at all times in
major cities.

Take care when driving in the Province 
of Misiones close to the borders with
Paraguay and Brazil; the area is used to
smuggle goods. Seek local advice if you
intend to drive in this area.

Sea travel
In previous years there were a few cases
of disruption by activist groups and unions
against British-flagged shipping, and 
shipping involved in hydrocarbons or
fishing activity in the Falkland Islands/Islas
Malvinas. However, these types of acts
ceased a few years ago. Cruise ships and
visiting tourists should not be affected.

Terrorism
While terrorist attacks cannot be ruled 
out in any country, they are less likely in
Argentina than in Europe.

Natural disasters
Many northern provinces suffer from 
seasonal flooding. This can lead to 
disruption to transport and delivery of 
foodstuffs. Flash floods can occur during
heavy rains in other areas, such as the
province of Buenos Aires. Monitor local
media and follow any instructions given 
by the local authorities.

The Copahue Volcano on the southern 
Argentina/Chile border erupted in 2011
causing local residents to be evacuated.
However these types of eruptions are quite
exceptional. If you are travelling to this
area, monitor local media reports and 
follow the advice of the local authorities.

[Source – FCO Travel Advice/gov.uk] 
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of international trade
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Health

Visit your health professional at least 
four-to-six weeks before your trip to check
whether you need any vaccinations or
other preventive measures.

Country-specific information and advice 
is published by the National Travel 
Health Network and Centre on the 
TravelHealthPro website: https://travel
healthpro.org.uk/countries and by NHS
(Scotland) on the FitForTravel website:
http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations.
aspx.

Useful information and advice about
healthcare abroad is also available on the
NHS Choices website: https://www.nhs.uk
/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/.

UK health authorities have classified 
Argentina as having a risk of Zika virus
transmission. For more information and
advice, visit the website of the National
Travel Health Network and Centre at:
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/country/11/
argentina#Other_risks.

Medical facilities in Argentina are good, but
can be expensive. Public hospitals tend to
be crowded. Make sure you have adequate
travel health insurance and accessible
funds to cover the cost of any medical
treatment abroad and repatriation. If you
have a specific condition you should bring
a sufficient quantity of medical supplies
and medicines with you.

Asthma, sinus and bronchial problems can
be aggravated by the polluted atmosphere
prevalent in major cities worldwide.

Dengue Fever can occur in some areas of
the northeast of the country throughout the
year. You should take steps to avoid being
bitten by mosquitoes. See: https://travel
healthpro.org.uk/factsheet/13/dengue and
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/factsheet/38/i
nsect-and-tick-bite-avoidance.

If you need emergency medical assistance
during your trip, dial 107 or 911 and ask for
an ambulance. You should contact your 
insurance/medical assistance company
promptly if you are referred to a medical 
facility for treatment.

Make sure you have adequate travel
health insurance and accessible funds to
cover the cost of any medical treatment
abroad and repatriation.

[Source – FCO Travel Advice/gov.uk (April 2018)]
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ARGEnTInA

Argentina is one of the greatest food producing and
food exporting countries of the world. It has 36 million
hectares of arable and permanent cropland. 
Agriculture production and the food and drink industry
make up 16% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
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Sector-specific opportunities

Research

You should carry out as much market 
research and planning as possible before
exporting to Argentina, using both desk 
research and visits to the market. You
need to determine if there is a market for
your product or service and whether your
pricing is competitive.

DIT’s trade specialists can help you 
identify local representatives for your 
products in Argentina. See: https://www.
gov.uk/overseas-customers-export-oppor
tunities. 

DIT provides free international export sales
leads from its worldwide network. Find
export opportunities in Argentina at:
https://opportunities.export.great.gov.uk/.

Government tenders in Argentina

Tenders over AR $800,000 must be by an
open public tender. See the new Argentine
Electronic Public Procurement Portal at:
https://comprar.gob.ar/. Many of the
provincial governments have their own
websites with procurement information.
The Unión Argentina de Proveedores 
del Estado (UAPE) has a database 
of government procurements. See:
https://comprar.gob.ar/ for more 
information.

Because of the Argentine “Buy Local” 
initiative, many tenders require purchases
of domestic goods, materials and products.
Preference may be given to bids submitted
by a domestic company or consultant, 

therefore you should check with the DIT
team in Buenos Aires at: https://www.gov.
uk/world/organisations/department-for-
international-trade-argentina#contact-us
for assistance and information about third-
party advisers.

Agri-tech sector

Argentina is one of the greatest food 
producing and food exporting countries 
of the world. It has 36 million hectares of
arable and permanent cropland. Agriculture
production and the food and drink industry
make up 16% of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). 70 to 95% of Argentina’s export
earnings are traditionally supplied from
agriculture and farming.

There is demand for:

• technological innovation, such as 
farming process technology, precision 
agriculture and dairy industry 
improvements

• quality standards

• food security

• animal health, welfare and genetics

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further 
information and support.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]
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Commercial property/real estate sector

Argentina’s residential and commercial
construction is characterised by its grace
and versatility. From the majestic domes 
of Río de la Plata’s belle époque, to the
modern office towers in all the cities of the
country, Argentina’s architectural language
communicates the nation’s history and
progress. 

Construction is an essential sector for the
country’s economy and is one of the main
promoters of development. Not only does it
generate a large part of employment, but it
also invigorates other activities such as the
production of cement, glass, bricks, paints,
metal profiles, heavy machinery and every
type of supply used in residential and 
commercial projects.

Recent developments
The Argentine State actively fosters 
measures to encourage construction, but it
does so particularly because it is a priority
to improve the population’s housing quality. 

An ambitious plan to build 120,000 homes
and to re-urbanise 500 vulnerable
communities has been recently set into
motion. These measures will improve the
housing situation of 4 million people, 
additionally spurring the sector’s growth
and its capacity to create employment. 

Even though the Argentine State invests 
in numerous strategic sectors and will 
continue to do so in the future, it also 
calls upon the private sector to invest in
construction and multiply developments,
especially residential ones. 

The private banking system is already
working with the National State to facilitate
mortgage financing. Specific lines of credit

adjusted by the price index have been 
established in order for deposits and 
instalments not to lose real value over 
a term of up to 20 years.

Investment opportunities
Considering the projected growth for 
Argentina’s economy in the coming years,
prospects are encouraging for works that
broaden the supply of offices, upscale 
residential neighbourhoods and shopping
malls, all of which grant profitable return 
on investment. 

The joint work between the public and 
private sectors sets the foundation for 
construction’s progress and a propitious 
atmosphere for real estate development. 

Investing in the sector is backing an 
activity with high potential, continuing with
a tradition of rich, diverse and innovative
architecture.

[Source – Argentine Government – Investment
and Promotion Agency (Agencia)]

Education sector

Argentina has the highest English language
proficiency in Latin America. English is
mandatory at state schools in the City of
Buenos Aires and the Province of Buenos
Aires. Many private schools are bilingual
and attract many middle class students.
4.9 million netbooks have been given 
to children through the government 
programme ‘Conectar Igualdad’. 



There is demand for:

• educational software

• English Language Teaching (ELT) 
products

• joint ventures with local institutions for 
corporate and higher education 
programmes

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further information
and support.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

Experience sector

Argentina has more than 1,000 museums,
some already world class. Most of these
are owned by federal or provincial 
governments.

There are opportunities for UK companies
in:

• planning museums and cultural districts

• hosting international exhibitions

• training in modern museum techniques
and concepts, including self-
sustainability 

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further 
information and support.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

Financial services sector

Financial services are vital vehicles to
stimulate investments: the Argentine State
is putting special emphasis on restoring
the normal functioning of the institutions
that actively participate in the sector, so 
as to regain trust and credibility and thus
access new productive financing at 
gradually more convenient costs.

Standing out amongst the most important
measures are:

• Successful resolution of the trial for the
suspension of payments, ending with 
years of legal conflicts that blocked the
possibilities of obtaining financing from
abroad in spite of boasting record-low 
debt burden, both historically and 
regionally. The issuance of debt 
enabled the Argentine State to close 
a chapter that was hindering its 
economic potential.

• Removal of the foreign exchange 
restrictions that limited the private 
sector’s free access to foreign 
currency, having created a new 
environment of financial freedom.

• Exchange rate correction, having 
eliminated the spread between the 
official and parallel exchange rates.

• Withdrawal of the restrictions on 
overseas dividend transfers, which 
sought to prevent capital outflows from
the country, but that also deterred their
inflow.

• Elimination of mandatory deposits for 
foreign investments and reduction of 
minimum waiting period for the funds 
transferred into the country, generating
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better financial conditions for foreign 
investment.

These decisions allowed for the reduction
of country risk and for the lowering of 
financing costs. As a matter of fact, a 
considerable upswing has been witnessed
in the foreign financing taken on by
provinces and businesses, who detected 
a unique opportunity to fund their 
productive projects in this new context. 

Currently, the Buenos Aires Stock 
Exchange and the Buenos Aires Stock
Market are moving forwards in the 
creation of a new market named B&MA 
(Argentina’s Stock Exchanges and 
Markets). This new development will give
way to a further penetration of financial
products and services, both for domestic
and international investors.

Investment opportunities
Argentina’s financial system shows a 
notable growth projection due to the 
current solidness of all its indicators and
the aforementioned advances. On this
basis, the Central Bank of the Argentine
Republic encourages the expansion of 
the banking sector to increase threefold 
its current size in the coming years. 

Financial services will play a crucial role 
in the forthcoming growth cycle and this 
reflects on the rekindled interest the 
international financial community shows 
in the country. Once again, the world 
trusts in Argentina and in the opportunity 
represented by the new cycle of growth.

[Source – Argentine Government – Investment
and Promotion Agency (Agencia)]

Healthcare sector

Argentina has one of the highest doctor-to-
population ratios in Latin America (3.8 
per 1,000 inhabitants). The Argentine 
healthcare system is split into three 
distinct markets:

• Public Health Service for 17 million 
people

• Social Security for 18 million people

• Private Health Service for 4.6 million 
middle-high income users

Argentina is the second largest market 
in Latin America for medical devices. 
However, only 25% of the equipment is
manufactured locally. There is demand for:

• imaging diagnostic equipment

• orthopaedic implants

• cardiology surgery supplies

• in-vitro and organ transplant instruments

• telemedicine and other top-end 
solution

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further 
information and support.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]
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Information and communications 
technology (ICT) sector

Argentina has one of the most dynamic
mobile communications markets in Latin
America, and the third largest in the region
after Brazil and Mexico. Mobile phone
penetration was about 140% by early
2016.

Argentina is an early adopter of ‘big data’
and other sophisticated technologies. It
has the highest number of mobile phones
per capita in the Americas and higher also
than the UK. Its fibre-optic broadband
network had increased by 300% by the
end of 2015.

UK companies will have opportunities to:

• supply mobile phone carriers with 
technology to improve network capacity

• provide content for the broadband net
works

• enter joint ventures to develop 
software for processing big data

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further 
information and support.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

Infrastructure sector

The country has 53 airports, 22 of which
are international. The most relevant 
airports are “Aeropuerto Internacional 
de Ezeiza (Ministro Pistarini)” and “Jorge
Newbery (Aeroparque)”, the former is 
located in the Province of Buenos Aires
and the latter in the Autonomous City of
Buenos Aires. The other relevant ones 
are located in Mendoza, San Carlos de
Bariloche in Río Negro and Córdoba. 
Argentina has embarked on an ambitious
programme to update its airport infrastruc-
ture with modifications to terminal and 
airside systems in 19 airports, with a total
investment of over US $900 million and an
additional investment of US $122 million in
improving air navigation services. There is
demand for communication equipment,
control tower equipment, instrument 
landing systems, lighting, navigation aids
and radar systems.

Argentina’s rail network is the 8th largest 
in the world at 37,000 km, plus 60 km of
underground in the City of Buenos Aires.
The sector suffered from a lack of invest-
ment over a prolonged period. Since 2016,
the Argentine Government has been 
implementing an investment plan of over
£11 billion in the railway system. Require-
ments for technologies and services 
include:

• track renewal

• signalling equipment

• switches and crossings

• third rail improvements/electrification

• regional express network project

Doing Business in Argentina
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• Public Private Partnerships and 
financial consultancy

The Argentine Government has also
started to execute a major public invest-
ment programme for the construction of
2,800 km of highways; 4,000 km of safe
roads; and 13,000 km of paving. Some of
these projects may be delayed as part of
the revised capital investment programme
agreed with the IMF in June. This context
presents trade and investment opportuni-
ties in infrastructure, favoured by the 
possibility of accessing international 
capital markets.

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further 
information and support.

[Source – Argentine Investment & Trade 
Promotion Agency (Jan 2018) DIT/gov.uk]

Mining sector

Opportunities in the mining sector are 
increasing in Argentina due to:

• changes in legislation

• more stable financial environment

Opportunities in the mining sector are 
increasing in Argentina due to changes in
legislation and improved relations between
the provincial and federal governments. 
Argentina has 18 projects totalling over US
$5 billion in investments likely to move into
their construction phase in the next 12
months. Most of these are for hard rock
mining for metals, mainly copper and gold
as well as for the exploitation of lithium
brines.

 

Argentina has a relatively large and well-
established manufacturing capability in this
sector so the main opportunities are in:

• crushers

• vibrating meshes

• chemicals

• construction machinery/vehicles

• consultancy and support services

UK companies might wish to consider 
partial local manufacturing to reduce 
transport and other costs.

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further 
information and support.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

Oil and gas sector

Argentina has a well-established hydrocar-
bons sector with production dating back to
the early 1900’s. It is one of the top three
countries in the world for reserves of shale
oil and gas. It is estimated that 27 billion
barrels of shale oil and 800 trillion cubic
feet (Tcf) of shale gas are recoverable.
State-owned Yacimientos Petroliferos 
Fiscales (YPF) accounts for 43% of 
Argentina’s oil and gas production. Most 
of the international majors are present, 
including ExxonMobil, Total, Chevron,
Petronas, Equinor (Statoil), Shell and BP
through their local joint venture, Pan 
American Energy Group, Argentina’s
largest private sector producer. Other 
London-listed independent E&P compa-
nies include President Energy, Phoenix
Global Resources and Echo Energy.
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Whilst conventional oil and gas production
continues to present commercial 
opportunities, including enhanced oil 
recovery, environmental services and 
decommissioning, it is the vast shale 
deposits that offer greatest potential. 
Argentina’s basins have been geologically
“derisked” through early exploration and
production, and the main Vaca Muerta
(“dead cow”) play, estimated to have 308
Tcf of shale gas, will require annual 
investment of around US $10 billion for 
full development over the next 15 years.

The Argentine Government has also 
announced a new offshore licencing round,
the first in 30 years, with a launch date of
July 2018 and bid offers to be submitted 
by November 2018.

Opportunities exist for equipment and 
specialist services as the sector develops
and investment grows, particularly for 
cost-reduction and improved efficiency. 

These include:

• geoscience and geology

• fracking (including fluids)

• drilling

• offshore technologies and services

• environmental protection

• water management

• health and safety

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further 
information and support.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

Power generation, renewable energies,
and utilities sector

Argentina boasts abundant natural 
resources. The power of its rivers, the
movement of its oceans, the force of 
its winds and the fertility of its soils are 
only some of the wonders offered by 
a wide variety of opportunities in energy 
generation and access.

In matters of energy, the country stands
out:

• Argentina is ranked second in the list 
of countries having technically-
recoverable shale gas, and fourth in 
shale oil ranking.

• With enormous wind power potential 
due to the winds’ direction, consistency
and speed, Argentina is one of the 
most suitable areas in the world for 
this type of energy generation 
(approximately 70% of the territory 
exceeds the minimum efficiency 
standard), being the world’s third-
largest wind reserve.

• The Argentine Northwest is one of the 
world’s four places with the highest 
potential for solar power generation, 
which positions the country as the 
planet’s second-largest solar reserve.
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• The 4,700 km of coastline offer 
excellent opportunities for offshore 
wind energy, wave and tidal power.

• As the world’s third-largest grower of 
soybeans, Argentina is one of the main
producers and exporters of soybean 
biodiesel.

• The expanse of the territory and the 
wide biodiversity it contains provide 
exceptional natural capacity for 
alternative energies, such as biogas, 
biomass and geothermal.

Meanwhile, domestic demand is on the rise:

• Since the start of the new millennium, 
natural gas consumption has grown 
40%, electric energy usage climbed 
60% and fuels 150%.

• The expected growth of Argentina’s 
economy for the coming years will 
sustain the expansion rate of industrial
and residential demand.

The ample availability of natural resources,
added to the excellent technical skills of
human capital and the long-term public 
policies for the sector, invigorate investment
for the generation of sustainable energy.

Argentina was the first country in South
America to build a nuclear power plant. 
At present, there are three plants in 
operation, generating 5% of the nation’s
total energy, whilst there are projects to
build two additional plants in the coming
years.

Recent developments
To achieve energy security and to mitigate
environmental impact, the Argentine State
has implemented measures such as:

• Declaring the National Electricity 
Sector an ‘emergency’ so as to adapt 
the quality and security of electricity 
supply and to guarantee the provision 
of electricity public services in the 
adequate technical and economic 
conditions.

• Regulating Law N° 27,191, enacted in 
2015, which establishes the Regime of
National Promotion for the use of 
Renewable Energy Sources.

65% of Argentina’s energy matrix depends
on fossil fuels and it has become a State
policy to grant sustainability to the system.

The target is to increase the contribution of
renewable energy to 20% of the Argentine
energy matrix by 2025. The expected 
increase is of 10,000 MW in ten years, 
a magnitude that represents a third of 
the current installed power. 

The fulfilment of only one tenth of the 
established target would prevent the 
annual emission of greenhouse gases 
by an amount equal to the pollution of
900,000 cars. Furthermore, up to 8,000
jobs would be created.

Investment opportunities
The availability of natural resources and
the long-term public policies for the sector
establish an excellent scenario for the 
materialisation of investment in Argentina.
For example, the Regime of National 
Promotion for the use of Renewable 
Energy Sources offers incentives such as:

• accelerated depreciation in Income 
Tax

• anticipated VAT refund

• exemption of Minimum Presumed 
Income Tax and of the tax on 
Dividends for reinvestment in 
infrastructure

• deduction of financial expenses in
Income Tax

• Fiscal Certificate equivalent to 20% 
of the local content integrated (a 
minimum inclusion of 30% of national 
components is required)
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The open bidding process for the supply 
of electricity from renewable sources has
started: 600 MW from wind energy, 300
MW from solar energy, 65 MW from 
biomass, 20 MW from hydroelectricity and
15 MW from biogas. The term of contracts
is of up to 24 months and up to US $2 
billion of investment is estimated. 

Further opportunities are presented for 
investment in thermal power generation. 
In recent tenders, the Nation’s Ministry of
Energy and Mining awarded a total of
2,871 MW, which has been added to the
power grid to February 2018. 

Argentina is a relevant world player due to
its vast availability of natural resources and
the acknowledged technical quality of its
human capital. On this basis, the Argentine
State seeks to make the country a leader
in the region. 

Energy is the cornerstone of this vision
and investment is the fundamental fuel to
materialise this accomplishment.

[Source – Argentine Government – Investment
and Promotion Agency (Agencia)]

Urban security sector

With public security rising up the political,
corporate and domestic agendas, the 
market is expected to grow stronger. 

Drugs production and trafficking is on the
increase, as is organised and common
crime.

Given Argentina’s relatively large and 
well-established manufacturing capability,
the main opportunities are in:

• hi-tech systems

• sophisticated services (particularly 
capacity building)

• niche products that are not available 
from local manufacturers (particularly 
in the electronic and IT areas)

There are specific opportunities in:

• video monitoring, access control, and 
intruder and fire detection

• police systems, services and training

• banking security systems and services

• electronic tagging of prisoners

The UK Export Control Joint Unit (ECJU) 
issues licences for the export of strategic
goods. You must check that your goods
meet the legal requirements for export.

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further 
information and support.

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]
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Talking to other people in your industry and 
regularly visiting Argentina will give you access to
the most current advice, and such experience can
often lead to new insights and form the basis for
further research.
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Preparing to export

Consultation and bespoke research

Visit: www.great.gov.uk for guidance on
how to research overseas markets as well
as a range of other important issues for 
exporters.

Researching the Argentine market
Argentina is a large and diverse country.
Different regions are likely to have different
industry clusters. Good local research is
needed and you should consider regional
plans and market-entry requirements using
both desk research and market visits.

You need to determine whether:

• there is a market for your product or 
service

• your pricing is competitive

• to adapt your business model

The questions listed here should help you
to focus your thoughts. Your answers to
them will highlight areas for further research
and also suggest a way forward that is
right for your company. You may then want
to use this as a basis for developing a 
formal Argentina strategy, although this
may not be necessary or appropriate for 
all companies:

Your aims:
• Do you wish to buy from Argentina, 

sell to Argentina or both?

• Do you wish to establish your own 
company presence in Argentina (for 
example through a corporation, 

branch, partnership, joint venture, 
sole proprietorship, or direct sales, 
appointing a local agent, online selling,
licensing or franchising)?

• Do you need to be involved in 
Argentina at all?

• Do you see Argentina as part of a 
wider plan including e.g. other Latin-
American markets now or in the future?

Your company:
• Can you carry out a detailed SWOT 

analysis of your company?

• What are the unique selling points for 
your product or service?

• Do you know if there is a market for 
your product or service in Argentina?

• Do you know if you can be competitive
in Argentina?

• Are your competitors already in 
Argentina? If so, what are they doing?

• Do you have the time and resources to
handle e.g. the demands of 
communication, travel, product delivery
and after-sales service?

Your knowledge:
• Do you know how to secure payment 

for your products or service?

• Do you know where in Argentina you 
should start?

• Do you know how to locate and screen
potential partners, agents or 
distributors?
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• Have you carried out any Argentine-
specific customer segmentation, and 
do you know how to best reach potential
customers in-market?

It is unlikely that you will have the answers
to all these questions at the outset and
these ‘knowledge gaps’ could form the
basis for further research and investigation.
Some of these questions will require 
quantitative research in your sector, while
others involve more contextual and cultural
considerations.

Talking to other people in your industry and
regularly visiting Argentina will give you 
access to the most current advice, and
such experience can often lead to new 
insights and form the basis for further 
research.

There is also some useful guidance on 
developing a marketing strategy, customer
segmentation, competitor and SWOT
analysis etc. on the https://www.great.
gov.uk site – and the IOE&IT and British
Chamber can help too.

There may be trade shows held in 
Argentina each year, which could be useful
to test product viability in the market. The
Department for International Trade (DIT)
Tradeshow Access Programme at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tradeshow-
access-programme provides funding in the
form of grants for eligible businesses to 
attend overseas trade shows.

The funding helps your business gain:

• market knowledge

• experience in attending and getting the
most from overseas trade shows

• advice and support from trade experts

Visit the DIT events portal at:
https://events.trade.gov.uk/ to find 
upcoming events and missions.

Find out more about marketing your goods
and services for Argentina at:
https://www.great.gov.uk.

Contact the DIT team in Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for events and 
company launches at British Embassy 
locations. 

Start-up considerations

You can start operations in Argentina
through a local agent or by setting up your
own company. This company may take 
different legal forms:

• corporation

• branch

• partnership

• joint venture

• sole proprietorship

The advantages and disadvantages of
each will depend on your operation. 
Setting up a company is normally 
straightforward and can be done within
one month.
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You should contact the DIT team in 
Argentina at: https://www.gov.uk/world/
organisations/department-for-international-
trade-argentina#contact-us as the tax and
legal obligations of each business structure
can differ. See also the Argentine 
Investment & Trade Promotion Agency’s
“Doing Business In Argentina – An 
Investor’s Guide” (Jan 2018) at:
http://www.inversionycomercio.org.ar/
docs/pdf/Doing_Business_in_Argentina-
2017.pdf.

A local lawyer can help you to avoid costly
mistakes and ensure you start out in the
way that is best suited to your sector of 
activity. See: https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/argentina-list-of-
lawyers.

You should conduct due diligence checks
once you have chosen your method of
entry into the market. However, if you 
want to establish a business relationship
that goes beyond exporting, you will need
to carry out further research.

Direct exports and sales
Direct exports means you supply your
products direct to the customer. You 
handle all the logistics of marketing, 
selling, sending overseas and getting paid.
You may wish to use local representation.
Options include using an agent, distributor
or wholesaler.

The DIT’s trade specialists at:
https://www.gov.uk/overseas-customers-
export-opportunities can help you identify
local representatives for your products in
Argentina.

Appointing an agent, distributor or 
importer
A foreign company will usually appoint one
or more agents or distributors. They can
keep track of market regulations, which
can change at short notice.

You should spend time taking local advice
and assessing a range of potential agents
before making a choice. Beware of agents
promoting similar or identical products. 
The DIT team at the British Embassy
Buenos Aires can help you identify and
meet potential agents and distributors.
See: https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations
/department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us.

Online selling to Argentina
Find out about DIT’s E-Exporting 
Programme at: https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/e-exporting, which can help you
export your products to Argentina.
Check out online marketplaces in 
Argentina at: https://selling-online-overseas
.export.great.gov.uk/, where DIT has 
negotiated listings at better-than-
commercial rates.

Licensing or franchising
Franchising in Argentina is a challenging
and highly-competitive environment for 
international franchisors seeking local 
partners.   

Franchise contracts are not governed 
by specific legislation but are generally
protected under the Argentine Commercial
Code. Contact the DIT team in Buenos
Aires at: https://www.gov.uk/world/
organisations/department-for-international-
trade-argentina#contact-us for advice, or
for help to find a legal adviser in Argentina.
Visit the international section of the British 
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Franchise Association at:
http://www.thebfa.org/international for
more information on franchising.

Financial considerations

Getting finance to fulfil an export 
contract
Globally, Argentina ranks 77th out of 190
economies in the World Bank’s latest
“Doing Business – Ease of Getting Credit”
report. See: http://www.doingbusiness.org/
data/exploreeconomies/argentina#getting-
credit.

To make it easier to fulfil an export contract
and grow your business, schemes are
available to UK companies selling products
and services to Argentina. Contact your
bank or specialist financial organisation for
assistance.

UK Export Finance (UKEF) has significant
risk capacity to support exports to 
Argentina. See: https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/country-cover-policy-and-
indicators#argentina. You can contact 
one of UKEF’s export finance advisers at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/find-an-export-finance-
manager for free and impartial advice 
on your finance options.

Getting paid
You may wish to talk to a specialist about
finance, including how to get paid in 
Argentina. This could be a bank, an 
accountant or you can contact the DIT
team in Buenos Aires at: https://www.gov
.uk/world/organisations/department-for-
international-trade-argentina#contact-us
for help to find a financial adviser in 
Argentina.

Your contract will specify the terms for 
payment. However, if there is any dispute
you may not need to go through the 
Argentine legal system for resolution 
as it is possible to write into contracts 
that disputes can be handled in a 
non-Argentine court. See the ‘Legal 
considerations’ section.

Payment risks
UKEF helps UK companies get paid by 
insuring against buyer default.

Be confident you will get paid for your 
export contract. Speak to one of UKEF’s
export finance advisers at: https://www.gov
.uk/government/publications/find-an-
export-finance-manager for free and 
impartial advice on your insurance options,
or contact one of UKEF’s approved export
insurance brokers at: https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/uk-export-finance
-insurance-list-of-approved-brokers/export-
insurance-approved-brokers.

Currency risks when exporting
If you have not fixed your exchange rate
you have not fixed your price.

You should consider whether the best 
option for you is to agree terms in Sterling
or Argentine Pesos in any contract. You
should also consider getting expert 
financial advice on exchange rates 
(sometimes called FX).
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There are no restrictions on foreign investment. 
No prior approval from Argentine authorities is 
required, though some exceptional restrictions 
apply to sensitive areas such as telecommunications, 
defence and oil and gas.
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How to do business in Argentina

Legal considerations

There are no restrictions on foreign 
investment. No prior approval from 
Argentine authorities is required, 
though some exceptional restrictions 
apply to sensitive areas such as 
telecommunications, defence and oil 
and gas.

Since the new administration took office 
in 2016, profits may be freely transferred
and the Central Bank (Banco Central 
de la República Argentina, BCRA) has 
eliminated restrictions for banks to sell 
foreign currency to their clients. There 
is a legal system that seeks to prevent
money laundering based on the 
recommendations of the FATF.

BCRA has eased several regulations
which, in the past, controlled the country's
capital inflows and outflows. Foreign 
investors are not required to obtain 
government permission to make 
investments in Argentina. They can fully
own an Argentine company, and any 
investments in shares listed on the 
stock exchange require no government 
approval. Any foreign companies acting 
as shareholders, partners or head offices
of an Argentine company have to be 
registered with the Public Registry of 
Commerce. In general terms, there are 
no legal restrictions on capital outflow 
from Argentina.

[Source – Argentine Investment & Trade 
Promotion Agency (Jan 2018)]

For details about the regulatory 
requirements of specific sectors, see 
the Argentine Investment & Trade Promo-
tion Agency’s “Doing Business In Argentina
– An Investor’s Guide” (Jan 2018) at:
http://www.inversionycomercio.org.ar/docs/
pdf/Doing_Business_in_Argentina-
2017.pdf, or contact the DIT team in
Buenos Aires at: https://www.gov.uk/world/
organisations/department-for-international-
trade-argentina#contact-us. 

To help speed up the start-up process and
minimise delays in finding and contracting
office space, you can use the postal 
address of a local law firm.

Court proceedings in Argentina can be 
expensive and take years to complete.
However, alternatively many international
treaties signed by the Argentine Republic
may grant foreign investors the right to
submit  their claims to international 
arbitration and conciliation.

As a rule, domestic courts have jurisdiction
on all types of commercial and investment
disputes. In certain cases, it can be agreed
to submit a dispute to either arbitration or
foreign courts. Recently, an international
commercial arbitration act has been
passed which establishes a new legal
framework for settlement of international
commercial disputes in Argentina. This
new legal tool is substantially based on 
the UNCITRAL model law.

The Agreement Between the Government
of the Argentine Republic and the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland for the 
Promotion and Protection of Investment
provides the investors` right to submit 
their investments disputes to international
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arbitration and conciliation as long as 
domestic judicial remedies have been 
exhausted and the rest of Treaty require-
ments have been complied with.

UK companies entering into agreements 
in Argentina should contact the DIT team
in Buenos Aires at: https://www.gov.uk
/world/organisations/department-for-inter
national-trade-argentina#contact-us for a
list of lawyers offering professional advice.

Intellectual Property Protection
Trademarks, designs, patents and 
copyright are the principal forms of 
Intellectual Property Protection available
under common law. They are all governed
by legislation. The common law also 
provides protection against a person 
passing-off goods or services as those 
of another, as well as protection for 
confidential information or trade secrets.

Globally, Argentina is ranked 97th out of
128 for Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) in
the 2017 International Property Rights
Index Report: https://www.international
propertyrightsindex.org/country/argentina.

You should patent your inventions and 
register trademarks in Argentina. 

Applications can be made through a patent
or trademarks agent in either the UK or 
Argentina.

Trademarks and trade names
Argentine law provides protection on 
ownership of a trademark and its exclusive
use, after its registration with the National
Institute of Industrial Property trademark
office (Instituto Nacional de la Propiedad
Industrial, or INPI). The duration of a 
trademark registration and, thus, its 
protection, is ten years from the grant date
and is renewable indefinitely for periods of
ten years, provided certain requirements
related to its use are complied with.

Patents and utility models
Argentine Patent Law provides that
patents will be granted for any invention
that complies with certain requirements:
mainly (i) novelty; (ii) inventive step; and
(iii) industrial application. The Patent Law
awards a 20-year protection term as from
the date of application of each patent. 
Foreign individuals or legal entities must
establish a legal domicile in Argentina for
the application process. The award must
be registered with INPI to be enforceable
against third parties.

Pharmaceutical patents
Regulation, rights granted and enforcement
of these patents are, in general terms,
identical to those of other non-
pharmaceutical patents. However, their
regulation is supplemented by INPI. The
above referred regulation severely restricts
the patentability of several categories of 
inventions in the pharmaceutical field.

Industrial designs and models
Industrial models or design registrations
are granted to protect industrial production
rights. In order to apply for these 
certifications any foreign individual or 
legal entity must establish a legal domicile
in the City of Buenos Aires. If the design 
or model was not used or publicised in 
Argentina before, the certification will grant
protection for a five-year term, renewable
for two further terms of five years each.
Renewals must be applied for no later than
six months prior to the expiry of the current
protection period. If a design application
has been filed abroad, an application for 
a design registration in Argentina must be
filed within six months of the filing date of
the foreign application.
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Copyright
Protection under the Argentine IP law 
includes scientific, literary, artistic or 
educational works, regardless of the
processes used for their reproduction.

The regulatory environment is complex 
so for more details contact the National 
Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) at:
http://www.inpi.gob.ar/ or the DIT team in
Buenos Aires at: https://www.gov.uk/
world/organisations/department-for-
international-trade-argentina#contact-us.

[Source – Argentine Investment & Trade 
Promotion Agency (Jan 2018)]

Export licences
On 27th June 2018 the UK Government 
informed Parliament of a change of the
Government’s arms exports policy in rela-
tion to Argentina. This change lifts a set of
restrictions which were imposed in 2012.

Under those restrictions it had been the
British Government's policy not to grant an
export licence for any military or dual-use
goods and technology being supplied to
military end-users in Argentina, except in
exceptional circumstances.

The revised policy means that applications
for export licences for goods to military
end-users in Argentina are no longer 
prohibited, but instead will be assessed 
on a case-by-case basis against the 
Consolidated EU and National Arms 
Export Licensing Criteria (the 
“Consolidated Criteria”).

You can find the full statement at:
https://www.parliament.uk/business/
publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Commons/
2018-06-27/HCWS799/.

You can find out more about getting a 
licence to export dual use goods, services
or technology to Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/beginners-
guide-to-export-controls.

To find out which products will need 
certification or licensing before they can 
be exported to Argentina, see:
https://www.gov.uk/starting-to-export/
licences.

Law on marketing and selling
If you are selling to consumers you must
be aware of and comply with Argentina’s
Consumer Protection Law (CPL). The
Commerce Secretariat is the enforcement
authority of the CPL at the national level.
The National Directorate of Consumer 
Protection at: https://www.argentina.gob.ar
/defensadelconsumidor has details of
provincial offices across the country.

Standards and technical regulations
The Argentine Standards Institute (IRAM)
has signed the WTO Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Code 
of Good Practice for the Preparation,
Adoption and Application of Standards.

Argentina, as an active MERCOSUR
member, participates in the development
of MERCOSUR standards and regulations.
The MERCOSUR Standards Association
(AMN) – composed of the standards 
institutes of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay,
and Uruguay – develops and harmonises
standards. The Executive Secretariat of
the AMN is located in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
For information on Argentine and 
MERCOSUR standards, contact the 
Argentine Standards Institute (IRAM) at:
http://www.iram.org.ar/ and MERCOSUR
Standards Association at:
https://www.amn.org.br/.

Doing Business in Argentina
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For information on medical products, 
contact the National Administration of
Drugs, Food and Medical Devices
(ANMAT) at: http://www.anmat.gob.ar/
webanmat/institucional/que_es_la_ANMAT
_en.asp.

You should consider taking out product 
liability insurance if you manufacture or
supply a physical product that is sold or
given away for free. See: https://www.abi.
org.uk/products-and-issues/choosing-the-
right-insurance/business-insurance/liability
-insurance/product-liability-insurance/.

Labelling your products
The Bureau of Trade Regulation of the
Ministry of Economy’s Secretariat of 
Industry establishes labelling requirements
for products in Argentina. The law requires
that product labels should bear all the 
information that the customer needs, and
that information is true and valid.

In some cases, the Government 
Regulatory bodies of each industry provide
information on the corresponding labelling
requirements. The Secretariat of Industry
in the Ministry of Economy is responsible
for enforcing labelling regulations and
transparency in all business transactions.
See: http://www.lealtadcomercial.gob.ar/
(site not in English).

Taxation in Argentina

Argentine tax laws are complex. 
You should seek professional advice, 
particularly if you are opening a subsidiary
or exporting services.

Non-resident companies
Foreign companies are taxed only on 
Argentine-source income. There are 
generally-imposed withholding taxes at 
different rates, depending on the nature 
and origin of income.

• Import-related income – income 
earned by a foreign company from 
imports into Argentina is not taxable, 
provided the ownership of goods is 
transferred overseas, and the local 
purchaser clears the goods through 
the Argentine Customs Authorities.

• Portfolio income – dividends paid by 
resident companies (corporations, 
limited liability companies or branches)
are not subject to any withholding tax, 
provided that the distributed profits 
were already taxed under the Argentine
law. However, if the distribution of 
accounting profits exceeds the taxable
income, such excess will be subject to 
a 35% withholding as a one-off payment
(Equalisation Tax). Proceeds from the 
sale of shares of local companies are 
subject to tax at a 13.5% rate on the 
gross amount, or at a 15% rate on the 
net amount (at the taxpayer’s option). 
Government bonds held by non-
residents are not taxable unless they 
are held offshore.

For further information on Argentine taxes,
including other Federal, Provincial and
Local taxes, and also tax incentives for
specific sectors, see the Argentine 
Investment & Trade Promotion Agency’s
“Doing Business In Argentina – An 
Investor’s Guide” (Jan 2018) at:
http://www.inversionycomercio.org.ar/docs/
pdf/Doing_Business_in_Argentina-
2017.pdf.

Or contact the Argentine Federal 
Administration of Public revenue (AFIP) at:
https://www.afip.gob.ar/sitio/externos/
default.asp (site not in English).

[Source – Argentine Investment & Trade 
Promotion Agency (Jan 2018)]

Some payments may be withheld in lieu 
of taxes when exporting goods. You can 
usually deduct this from tax liabilities in 
the UK.
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The UK and Argentina have signed a 
double taxation agreement. This allows
some taxes paid in one country to be 
deducted in the other. See: www.gov.uk
/government/publications/argentina-tax-
treaties.

VAT and Goods and Services Tax (GST)
You can zero-rate the sale of your goods 
to Argentina, provided you get and keep
evidence of your export, and comply with
all other laws. You must also make sure
the goods are exported, and you must get
the evidence within three months from the
time of sale.

More information on GST in non-EU 
markets can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-exports-
dispatches-and-supplying-goods-abroad.

Excise duty
You should check you have paid excise
duty on any alcohol, alcoholic drinks, 
energy products, electricity or tobacco
products you send to Argentina.

[Source – DIT/ gov.uk] 

Customs and documentation

Argentine Customs use the Harmonized
System (HS) for classification of goods.
Import duties are based on the Cost, 
Insurance and Freight (CIF) value.

The Argentine Government implemented 
a new import regime in December 2015
called SIMI.

The new regulations divide all customs
codes into two categories: automatic 
import licences and non-automatic 

licences. 12,000 customs codes require
automatic import licences whilst 1,400
(currently equalling 19% of Argentine 
imports) require non-automatic licences. 
In the case of non-automatic licences, the
local importer needs to apply online for 
imports of products listed in the 17 
annexes to the new regulation using 
different online forms depending on the
category of the goods. The Argentine 
Government then has 60 days to award
the licences or explain why they were not
awarded. Under the current import regime,
most licences will be granted unless there
are issues around ‘dumping’ (or sales into
the market at prices deemed to be below
costs).

The following are excluded from the 
requirement of non-automatic licences:

• commercial samples

• donations

• goods imported under diplomatic 
franchises

• imports duty paid from the Tierra del 
Fuego special Economic Area

• imports via courier and postal system 
if deemed to be for personal use

The new arrangements also include an 
informal quota system for some products
such as cars and other vehicles.

The European Union’s Market Access
Database (MADB) has a list of trade 
barriers for Argentina at: http://madb.
europa.eu/madb/barriers_result.htm?
sectors=none&countries=AR&measures=
none.
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You can find out more about import tariffs
at the MADB. See: http://madb.europa.eu/
madb/indexPubli.htm.

Complying with HMRC regulations to
export to Argentina
You must make export declarations to
HMRC through the National Export 
System (NES) to export your goods to 
Argentina. See: https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/export-declarations-and-the-
national-export-system-export-procedures.

You can find out how to declare your 
exports to Argentina through the NES at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-
declarations-and-the-national-export-
system-export-procedures. You must 
classify your goods as part of the 
declaration, including a commodity code
and a Customs Procedure Code (CPC).

Commodity codes and other measures 
applying to exports in the UK Trade Tariff
can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/trade-
tariff.

Contact the HMRC Tariff Classification
Service at: https://www.gov.uk/government
/publications/notice-600-classifying-your-
imports-or-exports/notice-600-classifying-
your-imports-or-exports#list-of-useful-
contacts for more help.

You must declare any goods that you take
with you in your luggage to sell outside the
EU. See: https://www.gov.uk/take-goods-
sell-abroad for further information.

Temporary export of goods
Argentina does not recognise the ATA 
(Admission Temporaire/Temporary 
Admission) Carnet system. You therefore
need to use a Duplicate List to temporarily
export goods to Argentina. As with an ATA
Carnet, you do not have to pay customs
duty or tax. There is no fee. See:
https://www.gov.uk/taking-goods-out-uk-
temporarily/duplicate-list.

Before you export the goods, prepare a list
on company stationery. Including:

• a description of the goods

• how many there are

• serial numbers, if the goods have them

• value of the goods

At customs, you will need to provide:

• two copies of the list

• a completed HMRC form C&E 1246

See: https://www.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/374161/ce1246.pdf (PDF, 638 KB).

Contact the HMRC Imports and Exports
Helpline (Monday to Friday, 8am-6pm) 
in advance to make the arrangements:

Telephone: 0300 200 3700
Textphone: 0300 200 3719
Outside the UK: +44 29 2050 1261 

[Source – DIT/gov.uk]

Import licensing
A comprehensive import monitoring system
(SIMI) is used to record all definitive imports
of goods. Non-automatic import licences
are required for around 1,400 tariff lines
(about 10-15% of volumes), mostly 
including toys, threads and textiles, motor-
cycles, tyres, paper, metallurgical products,
chemical products, optics instruments and
equipment, photographs or cinematogra-
phy and medical-surgical equipment.

For all other imports for consumption of
goods under the tariff headings of the 
Mercosur Common Market, an automatic
advance import licence is required.

Many importers say that the approval
process for the non-automatic import 
licences is cumbersome, and involves 
frequent and severe delays.

[Source – FCO Overseas 
Business Risk/gov.uk]
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Documentation
Argentine Customs require standard 
documentation prior to allowing the
importation of goods.

The following documents are required for
all maritime shipments, regardless of
value:

• commercial invoice

• bill of lading

• packing list

• insurance certificate

The following are required for air cargo
shipments, regardless of value:

• commercial invoice

• air waybill

• packing list

However, requirements can change at
short notice so you should check with 
an importer or agent about the latest 
documentation required when exporting
products to Argentina. Different products
will require different documents due to new
rules set by the government authority.
It is therefore strongly advised that all 
exporters work with a freight forwarder 
or an Argentine customs broker prior to
shipping goods to Argentina. Contact the
DIT team in Buenos Aires at:
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/
department-for-international-trade-
argentina#contact-us for further advice. 

Shipping your goods to Argentina

If you are not knowledgeable about 
international shipping procedures you can
use a freight forwarder to move your
goods. A forwarder will have extensive
knowledge of documentation requirements,
regulations, transportation costs and 
banking practices in Argentina.

You can find freight forwarding companies
to help you transport your goods to 
Argentina via the British International
Freight Association (BIFA) at:
http://www.bifa.org/home or the Freight
Transport Association (FTA) at:
http://www.fta.co.uk/.

Posting goods
You can find out about sending goods by
post to Argentina at:
http://www.royalmail.com/argentina.

Shipping restricted, banned and 
dangerous goods
Special rules apply if you are shipping 
dangerous goods to Argentina. See:
https://www.gov.uk/shipping-dangerous-
goods/what-are-dangerous-goods for more
information.

You should consider working with a local
agent who can advise on the latest import
licensing requirements. Contact the DIT
team in Argentina at: https://www.gov.uk/
world/organisations/department-for-
international-trade-argentina#contact-us
for assistance and information about 
third-party advisers.

Terms of delivery
Your contract should include agreement 
on terms of delivery using incoterms:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/international-
trade-paperwork-the-basics#international-
trade-contracts-and-incoterms.

UK Export Finance
The government can provide finance or
credit insurance specifically to support UK
exports through UK Export Finance
(UKEF) – the UK’s export credit agency.
See: https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/uk-export-finance.
For up-to-date country-specific information
on the support available see UKEF’s cover
policy and indicators for Argentina at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/country-
cover-policy-and-indicators#argentina.

[Source – DIT/UKEF/gov.uk]
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English is widely spoken in Argentina, particularly
amongst the younger generation, but there are still
many who do not speak it. Having a basic knowledge
of Spanish will help you make a good impression. 
The official language of business is Spanish, so if 
your Spanish is not good you will need an interpreter.
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We are the free online information
service from The Institute of Export 
& International Trade dedicated 
to helping SMEs through our:

Step-by-step guides covering 
the whole export journey from 
‘Selecting a market’ to ‘Delivery 
and documentation’

A comprehensive webinar 
programme covering all aspects 
of international trade

The online Export Action Plan 
tool helping businesses create a
roadmap to successful new markets

Quarterly competitions for the
chance to win £3,000 cash and
further support

Plan to win - start your Export 
Action Plan today

Register for free on www.opentoexport.com
to start your plan and enter the competition

Enter the Open to Export Action Plan Competition 
for the chance to win £3,000 cash and further 

support towards your plans for international growth.
Complete your plan using our online planning tool.

Powered By

Who are Open to Export?
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Business etiquette, language & culture

Overview

Spanish is the official language of 
Argentina with characteristic accents
across the country which differentiates 
it from Spanish spoken in Spain. English 
is also widely spoken in Argentina, particu-
larly amongst the younger generation, but
there are still many who do not speak it.
Having a basic knowledge of Spanish 
will help you make a good impression.

The official language of business is 
Spanish, even in cosmopolitan Buenos
Aires, so if your Spanish is not good you
will need an interpreter. The DIT team in
Buenos Aires at: https://www.gov.uk/world/
organisations/department-for-international-
trade-argentina#contact-us can provide a
list of suitable interpreters.

Also be aware, that people from the USA
are regarded as ‘North’ Americans (not
Americans) – Argentinians are also 
‘Americans’.

Women have equal rights in Argentina and
it is not uncommon to find women in the
most senior positions.

Smart, stylish business attire is expected
and is more formal in Argentina than in 
Europe, and the use of professional titles
is common. If titles do not exist then you
should use Señor (Mr), Señora (Ms) or
Señorita (Miss) – followed by the family
name. Respect and honour are considered
paramount.

Timings can be flexible, so it may be 
difficult to arrange more than one or two
meetings in a day. You should always 
arrive punctually, but depending on the
seniority of the person you are meeting 
it is not unusual for them to arrive late. Be
aware also, that decisions are often not
made at meetings – they are for 
discussion.

Business hours in the cities tend to be
8.00am-5.00pm, but it is not uncommon 
to continue socialising outside of the 
workplace, for instance over lunch or 
dinner. Both are considered important 
relationship-building opportunities. 
Remember, relationships are most 
important. You should show long-term
commitment to Argentina and your 
Argentinean contacts – keep in touch 
between contracts or projects.

Argentine public holidays

2018

Date: Holiday:

Monday 19th November National Sovereignty Day

Saturday 8th December Immaculate Conception

Monday 24th December Christmas Eve

Tuesday 25th December Christmas Day

Monday 31st December New Year's Eve
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2019

Date: Holiday:

Tuesday 1st January New Year's Day

Monday 4th March Carnival

Tuesday 5th March Carnival

Sunday 24th March Truth and Justice Day

Tuesday 2nd April Day of the Veterans and Fallen in the Malvinas conflict

Friday 19th April Good Friday

Wednesday 1st May Labour Day

Saturday 25th May Revolution Day

Monday 17th June Martín Miguel de Güemes' Day

Thursday 20th June Flag Day

Monday 8th July Independence Day Holiday

Tuesday 9th July Independence Day

Saturday 17th August Death of San Martin

Monday 19th August Death of San Martin Holiday

Saturday 12th October Day of Respect for Cultural Diversity

Monday 14th October Day of Respect for Cultural Diversity Holiday

Monday 18th November National Sovereignty Day

Sunday 8th December Immaculate Conception

Wednesday 25th December Christmas Day

(NB some dates may be subject to change)



> Clear, consistent content is vital to
making your business understood
overseas. So don't leave it to chance.

> Well-known companies we already work 
with include: Serco, Experian, Intertek, IKEA 
and Caterpillar

> For a structured approach to translation, 
please read the article that follows

T: 0115 9705633  |  E: office@astls.co.uk  |  www.astlanguage.com



Buying decisions carried out in 
isolation of wider and constantly
changing sector, economic or 
social contexts are a thing of the
past. This means that increasingly
any product or service has to be
supported with professional 
technical, marketing or other 
contextual content. 

As examples of this, exporters need
their technical documentation to
be easily assimilated, their marketing
content to be compelling, and 
their website to be informative 
and memorable. Human resources 
departments on the other hand
need sensitive localisation of 
policies & procedures in line 
with local legislation, corporate 
guidelines and house style. After all
an international expansion strategy
or company restructuring could
easily be undermined by insensitive
internal communication.

In non English-speaking markets, 
all of the above can be achieved
by working with a reliable and 
professional translation partner. 

So how can really good translation
help build your export success:

• clear and accurate foreign-
language branding and 
content will motivate foreign 
customers to buy from you

• consistent and harmonised 
messaging helps to convey and 
reinforce your company's values
and ethos

• corporate and operational 
risk through poor quality 
communication and 
misunderstanding is eliminated 

• overall brand integrity and 
reputation are enhanced

If you're reading this guide, the chances are you're either a seasoned 
exporter, or you're committed to investigating new export opportunities 
for your business. Whichever category you fall into, you'll have a good idea
of the huge investment in time, effort and resources which is required for
export success. 

Your priority will be to get your product or service to market, and it's a fact
of life that procurement of peripheral resources such as translation is often
left to the last minute. In this article we'd like to demonstrate to you how
building translation into the early planning stages of your export campaigns
can pay dividends.

The internet, mobile connectivity and social media mean that now more
than ever before customers, be they B2B or B2C, are buying goods and
services within the context of a connected world of instant communication.



The following components are
key to a successful translation
project, and show how AST 
can make the process of 
internationalising outward-facing
and internal communications 
simpler, more professional and
more cost-effective:

Rigorous selection of translators

AST’s ISO9001 certified and
ISO17100 compliant processes
mean that the company has 
approved sector-specialist 
translators whatever the 
language and deadline 
requirements, with experienced
proofreaders to give the text 
precision and professionalism to
really focus the reader’s attention.

Translation memory technology

Client-facing documents 
produced periodically often 
contain sections which stay the
same and sections which need
updating. Similarly company 
websites and technical data or
manuals can contain identical
paragraphs and sections. 
Translation Memory technology 
is used in this situation to identify
duplicate and legacy text. 
The duplicates are logged and
reused – leading to reduced 
turnaround times and resulting 

cost savings – with company
wordings for products, processes,
titles and descriptions translated
consistently.

Terminology management

The key words used to describe
your company’s products, 
services and processes support
your brand and identity. This is
equally true in your foreign 
language communications. 
Unfortunately, once translated it 
is often easy to lose control of key
terms, leading to uncertainty as 
to whether the translations are
having the desired impact. 
AST’s terminology management
prevents this. Glossaries are 
maintained in multiple languages
and client terminology is checked
in each language by industry 
sector experts. As the glossary
grows it can be reused with each
new project, so client content is
always on-message and brand 
integrity consistent.

So there’s really no need for you
to leave the “softer” aspects of
your export campaign to chance.
Using a professional translation
company like AST provides a
guarantee that your international
content will be clear, consistent
and effective. Whatever the 
language.



> YOU NEED YOUR SALES, 
TECHNICAL AND WEBSITE CONTENT 
TO BE TRANSLATED BY EXPERTS!

> We’re recognised as a UK leader for translating high profile,
client-facing documents

> All our translators are rigorously selected so your text will be 
translated by the best people in the business

> We ensure you get premium quality translations every time, 
on time and within budget

T: 0115 9705633  |  E: office@astls.co.uk  |  www.astlanguage.com

No matter how urgent your assignment we can translate it.
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You should carry out as much market research and
planning as possible before exporting to Argentina,
using both desk research and visits to the market.
You need to determine if there is a market for your
product or service and whether your pricing is 
competitive.
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Innovation is key to the success of the
Institute and new ideas include our
New Exporter package. This allows a
business to enter a new market secure
in the knowledge that they have an 
understanding of how they will operate
and comply with any specific 
regulations and standards. Practical
help and assistance is always 
available from the Institute so any 
additional training can be tailored 
to the business and the team that 
needs the knowledge. 

The work of the IOE&IT also extends 
to representing membership views.
Knowledge gained from our members’
feedback, those who get involved with

the forums and Special Interest
Groups, and those who attend our
training courses or study with us, 
enables us to represent the industry at
government levels in both the process
and delivery of policy for international
trade. These views also help us to 
ensure that the training programmes
are effective and pertinent to the 
industry needs. Our Diploma in World
Customs Compliance and Regulation
is testament to the way we listen to our
members’ needs. This was driven by
Nissan, Adidas, John Lewis and many
others and will neatly dovetail into any
AEO work ensuring that quality 
standards are met at manager and 
junior staffing levels. 

     
     
   

   

   
    

    
 

    
  

   
 

    

  
  

          

     
     
   

   

   
    

    
 

    
  

   
 

    

  
  

          

     
     
   

   

   
    

    
 

    
  

   
 

    

  
  

          

     
     
   

   

   
    

    
 

    
  

   
 

    

  
  

          

What does membership of the Institute of Export & 
International Trade mean? 
To most the Institute of Export & International Trade simply plods away providing
much needed qualifications to professionalise the industry however, did you realise
that our helpline is one of the busiest and best in the industry? It’s all part of 
membership and, if you need more than a phone call, we can put together a project
to fulfil your needs. 2015 saw the launch of our Technical Help for Exporters that 
recognises the volume of legislation and regulation that covers our industry and
gives you the comfort of knowing that if you don’t know, you know someone who does! 



Starting in 1935, the Institute committed
itself to building competence and 
growing confidence for businesses
trading in goods and services, which 
at the time, was a far reaching remit.
Over the years this remit has seen us
develop from simply providing training
in short course format over a day, or
perhaps two, into a fully-fledged Ofqual
Awarding Organisation that operates
specifically to deliver international
trade education. 

This status allows our individual 
members and corporates alike to be
sure that they are part of a quality 
organisation with plans for growth 
integrated with a sustainable future 
for the global prosperity of UKPlc.  

Part of our work includes mapping 
existing qualifications to roles and 
producing training needs analyses 
to ensure staffing progression and 
continuity. The need to upskill our
workforce to match those of our 
competitors is a key element vital for
growth. Our focus is on recognising
that International trade needs specific
knowledge, coupled with a strong 
belief that we must start to talk to 

our young people at an earlier stage. 
We need to engage the next generation
in thinking about how world trade
works and how it will be great for
British businesses. They need to know
how items arrive in the shops which, in
turn, will begin to spark ideas. As these
young people join companies they will
bring a fresh outlook that all things are
possible especially if you operate 
globally. 

     
     
   

   

   
    

    
 

    
  

   
 

    

  
  

          

     
     
   

   

   
    

    
 

    
  

   
 

    

  
  

          

     
     
   

   

   
    

    
 

    
  

   
 

    

  
  

          

Why not call us and get involved? 
It has never been more important that

we act as an industry to help – we
need experts and commitment to 

professionalising international trade
from businesses large and small – 
help your institute to stay ahead of 

the curve. 

Institute of Export 
& International Trade

Export House
Minerva Business Park, Lynch Wood,

Peterborough, Cambridgeshire,
PE2 6FT, UK

Telephone: +44(0)1733 - 404400
Fax: +44(0)1733 - 404444

www.export.org.uk



Lesley Batchelor OBE, FIEx (Grad) –
Director General, Institute of Export & International Trade

Focusing on qualifications.
A focus on qualifications - but why do we need them? 

I’d like to tell you about my story, it’s ok it won’t take too long but I think it’s similar to a lot 
of people that work in international trade. 

I left school with no ambition to do anything other than help my mum make ends meet. I
wanted to be a seamstress but we couldn’t afford the material for the interview so I went into
an accounts department at a large pharmaceutical company. Luckily for me they recognised
a hard worker and asked me to work in various departments. After a year they asked me
which one I like the best and without even thinking I said “international”, and that was my
career set out for me. 

Working in international trade I found that 
I needed to understand so many different
things - from how trade agreements 
impacted a sale to the legal aspects of
trade and how different systems worked in
terms of contract and disputes. Getting paid
brought about a whole new set of issues
and this really made me learn and think
about the implications of offering credit and
how it can be used to your advantage. 

Things I learnt about logistics and the 
paperwork that was needed to support a
trade were empirical and slowly I became
sure of my knowledge. The problem was,
that when I wanted to move on to the next
company, I had nothing to show I had that
knowledge. It was frustrating to find that the
knowledge that I had accumulated over 11
years wasn’t evidenced in any way and that
no-one knew exactly what I knew. I was
lucky enough to get my next job with a 
well-known Japanese computer company
but it made me realise that if I wanted a 
career, I needed to get qualified. 

So I spent the next two years, two nights a
week at night school honing my skills and
building a knowledge and understanding of
all aspects of the trade I had entered “by
the back door”. Finally, exhausted but with 
a full understanding of how planning and
control worked, I passed and became a
Graduate Member of the Institute of Export &
International Trade, suffix MIEx (Grad) in 1991.

Well, many things have changed since 
then, as after many years of working in 
international trade, I took over at the helm,
steering the qualifications and the Institute
towards a better place. We have now
gained Ofqual Awarding Organisation status
for the qualifications and have worked hard
on ensuring we are ready for the next 80
years of representing the industry and
standing as guardian of professional 
standards in international trade.

OFQUAL* awarding status is hard 
earned and we are proud to be the only 
professional body operating in this 
international trade environment. 



IOE&IT Qualifications in brief 
www.export.org.uk/page/qualifications

Level 1 Young International Trader  
(Available electronically) 

Level 2 International Trade Logistic 
Operations **

Level 3 Certificate of International Trade 
Certified International Trade 
Adviser

Level 4 Advanced Certificate in 
International Trade 

Level 5 Diploma in International Trade 
Diploma in World Customs 
Compliance and Regulations 

Level 6 Foundation Degree jointly 
delivered with ***Anglia Ruskin 
University 
Higher Apprenticeship in 
International Trade - the first 
so far. 

Our courses at level 3 onwards are 
delivered online using a blended learning
technique which involves the support of an
expert tutor for each topic. The IOE&IT 
online campus offers a range of learning
tools, from power-point presentations and
videos to online chats and forums for the
students. The Institute has a success rate 
of 95% in helping our students through
these academic programmes.

The Advanced Certificate in International
Trade - Elective modules have been added
to the level 4 Advanced Certificate syllabus.
In addition to the three core modules of
Business Environment, Market Research 
& Marketing and Finance of International
Trade, students can now choose a fourth
elective module from: 

a. International Physical Distribution
b. Selling Services, Skills and Software 

Overseas
c. Or one of:

i. Doing business & communicating 
in Arabic speaking markets

ii. Doing business & communicating 
in Spanish speaking markets

iii. Doing business & communicating 
in German markets

iv. Doing business & communicating 
in Chinese markets

v. Doing business & communicating 
in Russian markets  

The series of modules above carry 
language skills training, the focus being 
on basic business language needed and
business culture

Finally, eBusiness internationally will be
launched summer 2016.

The Diploma in International Trade - 
level 5 is equivalent to the second year of 
a degree and is accepted as entry level for:- 

BSc (Hons) in Management Practice - 
International Trade with Plymouth University
-Online 24 months 

MSc International Trade, Strategy and 
Operations with Warwick University - 36
months part residential  

www.export.org.uk/page/qualifications will
give you more detail and a contact who will
talk you through your options.  

*The OFQUAL Register of Regulated Qualifications contains details of Recognised Awarding Organisations
and Regulated Qualifications in England (Ofqual), Wales (Welsh Government) and Northern Ireland (Ofqual
for vocational qualifications and CCEA Accreditation for all other qualifications).
** International Trade Logistic Operations is delivered through our approved centres  
*** Anglia Ruskin University is Entrepreneurial University of the Year 



Urgent assistance

If you are in Argentina and you need urgent
help (for example, you have been attacked,
arrested or someone has died), call (011)
4808 2200. If you are in the UK and worried
about a British national in Argentina, call 
020 7008 1500.

Get an emergency travel document
You can apply for an emergency travel 
document if you are abroad and your 
passport has been lost or stolen, damaged 
or expired, and you cannot get a new or 
replacement passport in time to travel, here:
https://www.gov.uk/emergency-travel-
document.

If the person needing the emergency travel
document is under 16, a parent or guardian
should apply on their behalf.

If you are due to travel in the next 24 hours,
contact the British Embassy Buenos Aires as
soon as possible, here: https://www.gov.uk/
world/organisations/british-embassy-buenos-
aires#contact-us.

If you are travelling in more than 3 weeks,
check if you can get a new or replacement
passport in time to travel, here:
https://www.gov.uk/renew-adult-passport.

If you are not a British citizen or have not
had a British passport before
If you are not sure, check if you are a British
citizen, here: https://www.gov.uk/check-british
-citizen.

If you are not a British citizen but think you
may be eligible, contact the British Embassy
Buenos Aires to apply for an emergency
travel document, here: https://www.gov.uk/
world/organisations/british-embassy-buenos-
aires#contact-us.

Once you have contacted them, you will 
be advised to book an appointment for an
emergency travel document at the British
Embassy Buenos Aires, here:
https://www.consular-appointments.service.
gov.uk/fco/#!/british-embassy-buenos-
aires/issuing-an-emergency-travel-document
slot_picker.

Other consular services

Notarial and documentary services
The British Embassy Buenos Aires may be
able to offer some notarial services, such as
making a certified copy of a British passport
and some information notes. See the full list
of notarial and documentary services they
provide, here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
notarial-and-documentary-services-guide-
for-argentina.

The British Embassy Buenos Aires maintain and develop 
relations between the UK and Argentina. The British Embassy
Buenos Aires provides services to British nationals living in 
and visiting Argentina.

Find out more on their UK and Argentina news page, here: https://www.gov.uk/world/argentina/news.
The British Embassy provide services to British nationals living in and visiting Argentina. You can 
access UK Government services while in Argentina, here: https://www.gov.uk/world/argentina.



Contact:

British Embassy Buenos Aires
Dr Luis Agote 2412 (1425)
Buenos Aires
Argentina

General enquiries: +54 11 4808-2200

Fax: +54 11 4808-2274

Open to the public:
Monday to Friday: 9am to 1pm 

Office hours:
Monday to Thursday: 8:45am to 5:30pm; 
Friday: 8:45am to 2:00pm

General enquiries:
askinformation.baires@fco.gov.uk

Consular enquiries:
argentina.consulate@fco.gov.uk

British Embassy Buenos Aires: Consular
Dr Luis Agote 2412 (1425)
Buenos Aires
Argentina

Email: argentina.consulate@fco.gov.uk

General enquiries: +54 11 4808-2200

Fax: +54 11 4808-2235

Office hours:
Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 1:00pm

British Council
Marcelo T. de Alvear 590 (1058) 
Buenos Aires
Argentina

Email: info@britishcouncil.org.ar

Contact form:
https://argentina.britishcouncil.org/

General enquiries: +54 11 4114 8600

Fax: +54 11 4114 8651

99

Legalisation services
The British Embassy Buenos Aires only provides legalisation services on Argentine public 
documents for use in the UK. Read their notarial and documentary services page for more 
information on this service, here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/notarial-and-documentary-
services-guide-for-argentina.

Consular fees
The British Embassy Buenos Aires charge fees for some of our services. See the full list of 
consular fees in Argentina, here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/argentina-con
sular-fees.



The Institute of Export & International
Trade
Export House
Minerva Business Park
Lynch Wood
Peterborough 
PE2 6FT, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 404400

Website: www.export.org.uk

UK Export Finance is the UK’s export
credit agency, serving UK companies of
all sizes. We help by providing insurance
to exporters and guarantees to banks 
to share the risks of providing export 
finance. In addition, we can make loans 
to overseas buyers of goods and services
from the UK.

In the past five years, we have provided:

• £14 billion worth of support for UK 
exports;

• direct support for more than 300
customers supported directly, with 
many thousands more benefiting 
through export supply chains;

• nearly 2000 individual guarantees, 
loans or insurance policies.

UK Export Finance is the operating name
of the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department (ECGD).

For more information and to arrange a free
consultation with an Export Finance 
Adviser, visit: https://www.gov.uk/govern
ment/organisations/uk-export-finance

New business enquiries:

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7271 8010
Email: customer.service@ukexportfi
nance.gov.uk
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 Department for International Trade (DIT):
If you have a specific enquiry about the 
Argentine market which is not addressed 
by the information in this guide, you may
contact:

Email: enquiries@trade.gsi.gov.uk
Tel: +44 (0)20 7215 5000

Otherwise contact the DIT team at the British
Embassy Buenos Aires directly, for more 
information and advice on opportunities for
doing business in Argentina:

UK Department for International Trade
Argentina
British Embassy
Dr. Luis Agote 2412
C1425EOF
Buenos Aires
Argentina

Email: baires.askcomm@fco.gov.uk
Tel: +54 (11) 4808 2200
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British Expertise
23 Grafton Street, London W1S 4EY

Tel: +44 (0)20 7824 1920
Fax: +44 (0)20 7824 1929

https://www.britishexpertise.org/
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British Argentine Chamber of 
Commerce – BACC
65 Brook Street
London
W1K 4AH

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7495 8730
Website: www.baccnetwork.com
Email: administration@baccnetwork.com

Facebook: BritishArgentineChamberof-
Commerce

Twitter: @BACC2

Embassy of the Argentine Republic
65 Brook Street 
London W1K 4AH

Tel: + 44 20 7318 1300
Fax: +44 20 7318 1301
Email: info@argentine-embassy-uk.org 

Martín Fraguío
Executive Director

CCAB - British Chamber of Commerce 
in Argentina
Av. Corrientes 457. 10º. 
C1043AAE. 
CABA. 
Argentina.

Email: Martin.fraguio@ccab.com.ar 
Phone: +5411 4394 2762
Mobile: +54911 5602 3272

Website: www.ccab.com.ar
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Case Study

Andina PLC
Maipú 1252 2nd floor
Buenos Aires 
Argentina

Telephone: +54 11 55309920
Email: info@andinaplc.com

Website: www.andinaplc.com

AST Language Services Ltd
Unit 8, Ayr Street, 
Nottingham NG7 4FX
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)115 970 5633
Fax: +44 (0)845 051 8780
Email: office@astls.co.uk

www.astlanguage.com

Language Services

International Market Advisor
IMA Ltd
2nd Floor
32 Park Green
Macclesfield
SK11 7NA

Email: info@ima.uk.com
General enquiries switchboard 
+44 (0) 1298 79562

www.DoingBusinessGuides.com

Media enquiries
Newsdesk & out of hours 
+44 (0) 1298 79562
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Coldwell Banker Argentina / 
Coldwell Banker Commercial Argentina
Avenida del Libertador 5744 
Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 
(C1428DGG)

Telephone: +54 11 4784 5100
Email: info@coldwellbanker.com.ar

Website: www.cbcargentina.com.ar

Commercial Real Estate / Real Estate Property

Cincotta International Advisory Firm

Email:  
federico.cincotta@cincottaadvisory.com; 
info@cincottaadvisory.com

Telephone:
UK: +447901954011
AR: +54 (9) 221 355 3276

Website: www.cincottaadvisory.com

Contact name: Federico Cincotta

Law

Accountancy / Tax

EY Argentina
Pistrelli, Henry Martin &Asociados S.R.L.
25 de mayo 487. CABA

Telephone: 54 11 4318 1600
Email: ey.argentina@ar.ey.com

Website: ey.com/ar

Ignacio Hecquet - 
EY Argentina Transaction Advisory Services
Leader

Email: Ignacio.hecquet@ar.ey.com
Telephone: 54 11 4318 1549



M
AR

KE
T 

Ex
PE

RT
S

IRSA Inversiones y Representaciones SA
MORENO 877, 22nd Floor
Buenos Aires (1091), ARGENTINA

Telephone: +541143237400
Email: relacionesinstitucionales@irsa.com.ar

Website: www.irsa.com.ar

Commercial Real Estate

St George’s College
Mosconi 3500 y Don Bosco s/n. Los
Polvorines (B1613FTP)
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Getting here: 
https://goo.gl/maps/ZfLBoTDd8NR2

Telephone: +54911 4663 2494 Ext. 112
Email: info.north@stgeorges.edu.ar

Website: www.stgeorges.edu.ar 

Contact name: Patricia Coates Spry

Schools / Education Services

HSBC Bank | ARGENTINA
Bouchard 557
17th Floor
C1106ABJ 
Buenos Aires
Argentina

Charles Collins -
Head of International Subsidiary Banking
HSBC Bank | ARGENTINA
Phone: +54 11 4324 3599
Mobile: +54 9 11 3864 7827
Email: Charles.collins@hsbc.com.ar
Website: HSBC Argentina

Mariano Damián Pinela -
Relationship Manager
Multinationals Corporate CMB
Phone: +54 11 4121-7621
Mobile: +54 9 11 4416 4497
Email: mariano.pinela@hsbc.com.ar
Website: HSBC Argentina

Banking / Financial Services
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Visit the Website and download the free Mobile App

Useful links
Country information:
BBC Website:   
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_
profiles/default.stm

FCO Country Profile:
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-
advice/argentina 

Culture and communications:
ICC – The international language 
association:  
http://www.icc-languages.eu/

Customs and regulations:
HM Revenue & Customs:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/hm-revenue-customs 

Economic information:
The Economist: 
https://www.economist.com/topics

Trading Economics: 
www.tradingeconomics.com

Export control:
Export Control Joint Unit:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/beginners-
guide-to-export-controls 

Export finance and insurance:
British Insurance Brokers Association
(BIBA):  
www.biba.org.uk

UK Export Finance (formerly ECGD):
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/
uk-export-finance

Intellectual Property:
Intellectual Property Office:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/intellectual-property-office

World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO):  
http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/text.jsp?file
_id=288514

Standards and technical regulations:
British Standards Institution (BSI):
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/
industries-and-sectors/import-export/

Export Control Joint Unit (ECJU):
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/export-control-organisation

Intellectual Property Office: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/intellectual-property-office

National Physical Laboratory:
http://www.npl.co.uk/ 

Trade statistics:
FCO Economic factsheet:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/argentina-economic-
factsheet

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC): 
https://www.uktradeinfo.com/statistics/
buildyourowntables/pages/table.aspx

National Statistics Information: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
statistics/announcements

Office for National Statistics: 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/
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Trade shows:
British Expertise Events: 
https://www.britishexpertise.org/  

EventsEye.com online database:   
www.eventseye.com

DIT Events Portal:  
https://www.events.trade.gov.uk/

Travel advice:
FCO Travel: 
www.gov.uk/browse/abroad

FCO Foreign Travel Insurance:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-
travel-insurance

Healthcare abroad:
Travel health: 
www.travelhealth.co.uk

TravelHealthPro:
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries

NHS (Scotland):
http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/
destinations.aspx

NHS Choices:
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/
healthcare-abroad/

International trade:
British Chambers of Commerce (BCC):
www.britishchambers.org.uk

British Council:
www.britishcouncil.org

British Expertise:
https://www.britishexpertise.org/  

British Franchise Association: 
http://www.thebfa.org/international

Centre for the Protection of National 
Infrastructure (CPNI): 
http://www.cpni.gov.uk/

Confederation of British Industry (CBI): 
www.cbi.org.uk

Department for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS): 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/department-for-business-
energy-and-industrial-strategy     

Department for International Trade (DIT):
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/department-for-
international-trade

DIT e-exporting programme: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/e-exporting

Export Britain: 
http://exportbritain.org.uk/

Exporting is GREAT: 
https://www.great.gov.uk/

Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO):
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/
foreign-commonwealth-office

Institute of Directors (IoD): 
www.iod.com



A
R

G
E

n
T

In
A

   

Visit the Website and download the free Mobile App

Institute of Export & International Trade
(IOE&IT): 
www.export.org.uk

International Monetary Fund (IMF): 
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm

Market Access database:
http://madb.europa.eu/madb/indexPubli.htm

Open to Export:
http://opentoexport.com/

Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD): 
http://www.oecd.org/

Overseas business risk:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
collections/overseas-business-risk

Transparency International:
http://www.transparency.org/

UK Trade Tariff: 
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff

UK Visas: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/uk-visas-and-immigration

World Bank Group economy rankings: 
http://www.doingbusiness.org/rankings

World Economic Forum Global 
Competitiveness Report: 
http://reports.weforum.org/global-
competitiveness-index-2017-2018/ 

Argentine websites:
Aeropuertos Argentina 2000: 
http://www.aa2000.com.ar/

Argentina Investment and Trade 
Promotion Agency (Agencia): 
http://www.inversionycomercio.org.ar/en

Argentine Embassy in London:  
http://www.argentine-embassy-
uk.org/index_eng.shtml

Argentine Migrations Office:  
http://www.migraciones.gov.ar/accesible
/indexD.php

Argentine Public Procurement Portal
(COMPR.AR):  
https://comprar.gob.ar/

Argentine Standards Institute (IRAM): 
http://www.iram.org.ar/

Argentine Union of State Suppliers
(UAPE):   
http://www.uape.org.ar/

British Chamber of Commerce in 
Argentina (CCAB):    
http://ccab.com.ar/eng/nosotros_home.php

Federal Administration of Public Revenue
(AFIP):   
http://www.afip.gob.ar/sitio/externos/

MERCOSUR Standards Association 
https://www.amn.org.br/

Ministry of Agro-Industry:  
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/
agroindustria 

Visit the Website and download the free Mobile App
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Ministry of Culture: 
https://www.cultura.gob.ar/

Ministry of Education: 
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/educacion

Ministry of Energy and Mining:   
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/energia 

Ministry of Environment and Sustainable
Development:  
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/ambiente 

Ministry of Finance:  
https://www.minfinanzas.gob.ar/en/

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship:   
https://cancilleria.gob.ar/en

Ministry of Health:  
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/salud 

Ministry of the Interior, Public Works and
Housing:   
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/interior

Ministry of Justice and Human Rights:    
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/justicia

Ministry of Labour, Employment and 
Social Security:    
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/trabajo

Ministry of Modernisation:     
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/
modernizacion

Ministry of Production:      
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/produccion

Ministry of Science, Technology and 
Productive Innovation:       
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/ciencia?p=

Ministry of Security:       
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/seguridad

Ministry of Social Development:        
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/
desarrollosocial 

Ministry of Tourism:         
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/turismo 

Ministry of Transport:         
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/transporte

Ministry of the Treasury:          
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/hacienda

National Administration of Drugs, Food
and Medical Devices (ANMAT):          
http://www.anmat.gob.ar/webanmat/
institucional/que_es_la_ANMAT_en.asp
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Trade shows

A trade show is a method of promoting a business through the
exhibition of goods and services, an organised exhibition of
products, based on a central theme, where manufacturers 
meet to show their products to potential buyers.
Taking part in overseas exhibitions is an effective way for you to test markets, attract
customers, appoint agents or distributors and make sales. DIT's Tradeshow Access
Programme (TAP) provides grant support for eligible SME firms to attend trade
shows overseas.

Participation is usually as part of a group, a great advantage for inexperienced 
businesses, and is usually led by one of DIT's Accredited Trade Associations (ATOs).
ATOs work with DIT to raise the profile of UK groups and sectors at key exhibitions.
For more information visit: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tradeshow-access-programme.

IOE&IT’s events:
www.export.org.uk/events/event
_list.asp

10 Times (formerly 
BizTradeShows.com): 
www.10times.com/argentina

British Expertise Events:
https://www.britishexpertise.org/
events/

EventsEye.com online database:
www.eventseye.com

DIT online events search facility:
www.events.trade.gov.uk





Disclaimer

Whereas every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information given in this
Guide is accurate, neither International
Market Advisor (IMA), the Institute of Export
& International Trade (IOE&IT), the British
Embassy Buenos Aires, the Embassy 
of the Argentine Republic, the British 
Argentine Chamber of Commerce (BACC),
the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Argentina – Cámara de Comercio 
Argentino-Británica (CCAB), UK 
Export Finance (UKEF), Department for 
International Trade (DIT), or the Foreign 
& Commonwealth Office (FCO), accept 
liability for any errors, omissions or
misleading statements and no warranty 
is given or responsibility accepted as to the
standing of any individual, firm, company 
or other organisation mentioned.  

The purpose of the Doing Business Guides,
prepared by International Market Advisor
(IMA) is to provide information to help 
recipients form their own judgments about
making business decisions as to whether 
to invest or operate in a particular country.
The report's contents were believed (at the
time that the report was prepared) to be 
reliable, but no representations or 
warranties, express or implied, are made 
or given by IMA, the IOE&IT, the British
Embassy Buenos Aires, the Embassy of
the Argentine Republic, the British Argentine
Chamber of Commerce (BACC), the British
Chamber of Commerce in Argentina – 
Cámara de Comercio Argentino-Británica
(CCAB), UKEF, DIT or the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) as to the 
accuracy of the report, its completeness 
or its suitability for any purpose. 

In particular, none of the report's contents
should be construed as advice or 
solicitation to purchase or sell securities,
commodities or any other form of financial
instrument. No liability is accepted by IMA,
IOE&IT, the British Embassy Buenos Aires,
the Embassy of the Argentine Republic, the
British Argentine Chamber of Commerce
(BACC), the British Chamber of Commerce
in Argentina – Cámara de Comercio
Argentino-Británica (CCAB), UKEF, DIT, or
the FCO for any loss or damage (whether
consequential or otherwise) which may
arise out of or in connection with the report.
No warranty is given, or responsibility 
accepted as to the standing of any 
individual, firm, company or other 
organisation mentioned.

Contains public sector information licensed
under the Open Government Licence v3.0.
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Choosing a great export training partner can really help your company take off in
international trade! We can help develop new ideas and find ways to drive down
costs and produce sustainable improvements in your export business. Our team of
experts can help with questions on documentation, export controls, Bribery Act,
Customs & VAT procedures, regulatory and compliance issues, insurance issues,
payment terms, transport and logistics...

Join us today

& INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Call: +44 (0) 1733 404 400  :  email: institute@export.org.uk

Membership  :  Training  :  Qualifications  :  Advice

www.export.org.uk       @ioexport




